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Wherefore Rebuke them ſharply, that they may be 
ſound in the faith. Tir. 1. Ai. 
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Reverend Sir, 


E have had the favor and ſatis faction of 

\ } | reading, and according to our meaſure 
conſidering the tranſcendent logick, as well as 
grammar and rhetoric, of your reply to the pro- 
poſals ; by which our eyes are opened to ſee much 
more than ever before we ſaw, of the value and 
glory of our invaded priviledges, and are of opini- 
on, that if your conſent may be obtained to a 
new edition, it may be of wonderful ſervice to 
our churches, if GOD ſhall pleaſe to go forth 
with it. However, it will be a teſtimony that all 
our watchmen were not aſleep, nor the camp of 
CARIST ſurprized and taken, before they had 


warning. 
We are, Reverend 8 IR, 
Full of dutiful reſpect and gratitude, 


1 Your Sons and Servants, 


SAMUEL MOODEY. 
JOHN WHITE. 
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QUESTION ax» PROPOSALS. 


QUESTION. 
HAT further fteps are to be taken, that the 
councils may have due conſtitution and efficacy 


in ſupporting, preſerving and well ordering the intereſt 
of the churches in the country ? 


ft part, it was propoſed, 


1ſt, That the miniſters of the country form them- 
ſelves into aſſociations, that may meet at proper times 
to conſider ſuch things as may properly he before them, 
relating to their own faithfulnefs rowards each other, 
and the common intereſt of the churches ; and that 
cach of thoſe aſſociations have a moderator for à cer- 
tain time, who ſhall continue till another be choſen, 
who may call them together upon emergencies, 


In theſe aſſociations, h 


2dly, That queſtions and caſes of importance, either 
provided by themſelves, or by others preſented unto 
them, ſhould be upon due deliberation anfwered. 


3dly, That advice be taken by the aſſociated paſtors 
from time to time, e'er they proceed to any action in 
their particular churches, which be HRkely to produce 
any imbroilments. That the aſſociated paftors do care- 
fully and lcvingly treat each other with that watchfu!- 
neſs which may be of univerſal advantage; and that if 
any miniſter be accuſed to the aſſociation whereto he 
belongs, of ſcandal or hereſy, the matter ſhall be there 
examined, and if the aſſociated miniſters find juſt accu- 


FT # 
fation for it, they ſhall direct to the calling ef the 
council, by whom ſuch an offender is to be proceeded 


againſt. 


4thly, That the candidates of the miniſtry undergo 

2 due tryal by ſome one or other of the affociations, 

concerning their qualifications for the evangelical miniſ- 

try; and that no particular paſtor or congregation im- 

ploy any one in occaſional preaching, who has not 

been recommended by a teſtimonial under the hands 
of ſome aſſociation, 


zthly, That they ſhould together be conſulted by 
bereaved churches, to recommend to them ſuch per- 
ſons as may be fit to be imployed amongſt them for 
preſent ſupply, from whom they may in due time pro- 
cced ro chuſe a paſtor. | 


6thly, That hereunto may be referred the direction 
of proceeding in any of their particular churches, a- 
bout the convening of councils that ſhall be thought 
neceflary, for the welfare of the churches. 


Ithly, That the ſeveral aſſociations in the country, 
maintain a due correſpondence with one another, that 
ſo the ſtate of religion may be the better known and 
ſecured in all the churches, and particularly it is thought 
neceſſary to the well-being of theſe churches, that all 
the aſſociations of the country meet together by their 
reſpective delegates once in a year. 


8thly, And finally, That miniſters diſpoſed to aſſoci- 
ate, endeavour in the moſt efficacious manner they can, 
to prevail with ſuch miniſters as unreaſonably neglect 
ſuch meetings with their brethren in their proper aſſo- 
ciations, that they would not expoſe themſelves to the 
inconveniencies that ſuch neglets cannot but be attend- 
ed withal. | 
: Second part, It is propoſed, | 

1ſt. That theſe aſſociated paſtors, with a proper 
number of delegat& from their ſeveral churthes, be 
formed into a itanCing or ſtated council, which thall 


a 1 | 
eonſult, adviſe and determine all affairs that ſhall be 
proper matter for the conſideration of an ecclefiaſtical 
council within their reſpective limits, except always, the 
caſes are ſuch as the aſſociated paſtors judge more con- 
venient to fall under the cognizance of ſome other 
council. 

2dly, That to this end theſe aſſociated paſtors, with 
their reſpective churches, ſhall conſociate and combine. 
according to what has been by the ſynods of theie 
churches recommended, that they act as coniociate d 
churches in all holy watchfulneſs and helpfulneis 10- 
wards cach other; and that each church chooſe and 
depute one or more to attend their paſtor, as members 
of the council in thair ſtared ſeſſions, or occationaiiy,as 
emergencies ſhall call for. 

3dly, That theſe meſſengers from the ſeveral confect- 
ated churches ſhall be choſen once a year-at the leaſt. 

4thly, It is propounded, as that which from our be- 
ginning has been recommended, that the churches thus 
,confociated for theſe purpoſes, have a'ſtated time 10 
meet in their-council, and once in a year ſeems little 
enough, that they may enquire into the conditiou of 
the churches, and adviſe ſuch things as may be tor the 
advantage of our holy religion. But the more particu- 
lar time is beſt left to the determination of each re ſpec- 
tive aſſociation. 

5thly, That the aſſociations ſhall direct when there 
is occaſion for this council to convene, on any cmergen- 
ey, and ſhall direct whether the whole, or only a pi | 
tain number of theſe conſociated paſtors and churches 
ſhall convene on ſuch occaſions, 

6thly, It appears agreable to the preſent condition 
of our churches, and from our beginnings acknowicds;- 
ed, that no act of the councils are to be 1eckoned :$ 
concluded and deciſive, for which there has not beca 
the concurrence of the major part of the paſtors 
therein concerned. 

7thly, The determinations of the councils thus provi- 
ded, for the neceſſities of the churches arc to be locked 
upon as final and deciſive, except agricved churches and 
paſtors, have weighty reaſons to the contrary, in blech 


* 
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eaſes there ſhould be proviſion for a further hearing z, 
and it ſeems proper that the council convened on this 
occaſion, ſhould conſiſt of ſuch paſtors as may be more 


for number than the former, and they ſhould be ſuch, 


as ſhall be directed to, and convened for this purpoſe 
by the miniſters of an aſſociation, near to that whereto 
theſe of the former council belonged, unto which the 
agrieved ſhould accordingly apply themſelves, ard in 
this way expect a final iſſue? : 


gthly, If a particular church will not be reclaimed 
by council from ſuch groſs diſorders as plainly hurt the 
common intereſt of chriftianity, and are not meer toler- 
able differences in opinion, but are plain ſins againſt 
the command and kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the council is to declare that church no longer fit for 
communion with the churches of the faithful ; and the 
churches repreſented in the council, are ta approve, 
confirm and ratify the ſentence, and withdraw from 
the communion of the church that would not be healed > 
Nevertheleſs, if any members of the diſorderly church, 
do not juſtify their diſorders, but ſuitably teſtify againſt 
them, theſe are ſtill to be received to the wonted com- 
munion by the churches ; and if after due waiting, the 
church be not recovered, they may (upon advice) be 
actually taken in as members of ſome other church in 
the vicinity. 
Theſe propoſals were aſſented to by the delegates of 
the aſſociation, met according to former agreement, at 
B. September 13th. 1705. To be commended to. 
the ſeveral aſſociated miniſters in the ſeveral parts of 
the country, to be duly conſidered, that fo, what may, 
be judged for the ſervice of our great Lord, and his, 
holy churches, may be further proceeded in. 2 8 


At an aſſociation- meeting, the foregoing propoſals were 
read and aſſeuted ta, &c, Prelent, 
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THE 
EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


To the Fraternity of the Churches in the New-England 
Colonies. | * 


— 


Truly honorable, and beloved in Chrift, 


TT is not from any diſreſpect, or for want of honor 
4 to the reverend elderſhip and paſtors of your ſeveral 
communities, that J apply my ſelf more immediately 
and thus abruptly to your ſelves in this dedication. But 
for that it ſeems molt a greeable with my preſent pros 
vence. The priviledges of the fraternity being ſo pes 
culiarly the theme and ſubject of my pains, I eſteem it 
very proper to introduce my following eſſays, with a 
few words of advice more directly to your ſelves if you 
may be thence moved and encouraged to afliſt for ſup- 
port of Chriſt's and your own interſts. Ideſire to be withs 
out offence to any, and pray that all ſuch worthy pers 
ſons, wife and faithful paſtors in theſe churches (who 
are as much obliged by their office to ſtand by and 
defend the eftablithed intereſt. and rights of them as T 
am, and far more capable) will interpret my whole acti⸗ 
on in the moſt favorable ſenſe. And tho' I have not 
with the noble Cortius leapt into a chaſm made in the 
forum; yet I have ventured to ſtep into the gap, to 
keep the breach, till better hands come up, for the 
ſervice of my country, and in defence of their ſacred 
liberties ; ſo that I hope many of you will come in 
with a new ſupply and recruit of courage and argu- 

ment, when and where mine fails; and for the preſent 
I preſume none of you will be offended, tho? I do thus 
immediately addreſs the churches. over which you pre- 
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fide, with the following principles of their intereſt and. 


duty wWrapped up each in other. 
* hen, : | 
Feonerable Brethren ! 8 | 
1it. In general, my advice is to you, that in good 
order, and with all gracefulncſs which becomes wiſe 
men, you will with zeal, courage and faithfulneſs, 
ſtand in the defence of, and maintain your church 
liberties ; God certainly obliges you to do it, with all 
the diſcretion and bravery of ſpirit, which becomes free 
men, in withſtanding vaſſalage or a ſervile ſtate, Gal. 5. 
I, 13. Stand faſt therefore in the liberties, wherewith 


Chriſt has made us free, and be not intangled again 


with the yoke of bondage: The plea is as forcible a- 
gainſt a chriſtian, as a Jewiſh Thraldom. For brethren, 


ye have been called unto liberty. I muſt acknowledge I 


have not particular prejudice againſt any of the go- 
vernments of chriſtian ' proteſtant churches in the 
world, fo as to defraud or diſpofſeſs any of them of 
heaven; or monopolize ſo great a royalty to our own; 
but yet I am of this opinion, conſidering the juſt title of 


the crown, the churches, the people, the capacity of 


ſoil and climate together, that the conſtitution and way 
of New-England churches cannot be mended by ex- 
change. 0 | 

Briefly, To inſtance in the civil part, or intereſt of 
the crown, I think it very eaſy to evince, by the pre- 
cepts both of religion and policy, that the parliament 
(chat wiſe and auguſt council of the nation) could not 
have invented an eſtabliſhment in church order, more 
for the ſcrvice of the imperial crown of the Britiſh 
empire than our preſent conſtitution, eſpecially in ſuch 
a conntry and climate as this is. ; 

I ſha!l not now any ways enter upon the queſtion, 
but only give juſt a ſhort hint as to the revenue. Our 
preſent conſtitntion does indeed, ſomewhat more than 
ſip; it takgs an honeſt healthful draught at natures 
fountains. but leaves the flowing ſtreams for empire to 
ft at, till filled with ſatiety. 

The ecclefiaſticks in ſome kingdoms in Europe a re 
ready not only to chide with crowned heads, but to take 
chem by the throat, and wring out of theic hands, if 
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not almoſt a moiety, yet a vaſt ſhare of ie golden 
fleeces that ſhould ſupply the public aN and 
cloath the nakedneſs of the kingdoms, and the people 
have no more wit but to juſtify and defend them in 
their claims and oppreſſions, and that till they them- 
ſelves (in great numbers) are as thin and ragged as pe- 
nury 7 for by their rules of adjuſtment, when the 
church hath gotten an unconſcionable ſhare, then the 
crown or ſubje& muſt be almoſt ſtarved ; for there is 
not left a ſufficient and plentiful ſupply for both. _ 

Bat now our New-England conſtitution is very fairs 
mannered ; for when its fits down to the ſtalled ox 
(made ready) i it carves temerately and (without much 
de facing) leaves the whole to the empire to make its 
armies and navies, with the reſt of its needful and un- 
wearied ſervants welcome. That in loyalty ro your 
prince, and for the ſupport of the royal revenue, you 
may juſtly preſerve your freedoms. 

et us alſo conſider the beſt good of a whole people. 

It is moſt certain, true grace is the one thing needtul, 
and the main concern for the improvement of the 
powers both of prince, noble and peaſant, and tho“ 
grace be of that nature that it will grow (after a faſhion 
and in ſome ſort of ſoil) almoſt under any govern- 
ment; yet it is moſt agreable with laws of piety and 
wiſdom (for the good of all in general) to chuſe and ſe- 
cure that conſtitution and for of government that is. 
molt agreable, and which moſt natur rally breeds 1 * and | 
in * plenty. 

the ſuffers age of our nation, that government 
which ſenſibly clogs tyranny, and preſerves the ſubject 
free from ſlavery, under the ambition of men of great 
fortune and truſt, is the only government in the ſtate 
to advance mens temporal happineſs ; and we in this 
country honor the relol olve in civil affairs, and alfo af- 
firm (upon great * that ſuch a conſtitution 
in church government is {alſo) the on J. way to ad- 
vance grace and mans eternal happineſs; and we are 
the more ratiffed' in our opinion, for that the experi- 
ment has on the other hand been tryed, with a witne(s, 
in almoſt all Elngdorgs of 5 world, and that 
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firſt, by diſſeiſing the fraternity of all intereft in church 
government, omy they have had the liberty to be go- 
verned with a hook in their noſe (like wild cattle in 
a ſtring) by the mercy and pleaſure of their drivers; 
but as for any ſhare in the exerciſe of government 
they have had ng more, than the horſes in the ro 
ſtables, for that their ſpiritual owners having ſeized all 
the keys of church power, they profefs no dividend 
ſhall be made, and alſo they themſelves being uncon- 
trolable by any, and unaccountable to any, unleſs it be 
to Chriſt himſelf, as they pretend: Though I believe, 
thouſands of them never expect to meet with him, nor 
think that he ever will audit any accompts of theirs. - 

But however, for the comfort and glory of the pre- 
ſent life, the whole government of the ſpiritual king- 
dom, in all its branches, and with its immenſe profits, 
has been eſtadliſhed theirs. , Bur this ſort of diſcipline, 
hath funk grent part of the chriſtian world, as many 
times over, as ages have paſt, ſince it hath been inſtalled 
univerſal rector, and where it hath kept abſolute poſſeſ- 
fion of the throne. | | | 

And muſt the waves and prefent currents fit and 
watt theſe churches, towards thoſe rocks and. fhip- 
wrecks, whilſt we have ſuch good hands and pilots on 
board? God forbid ! | 

Therefore let theſe churches and the noble fraternity 


of them, ſtand their ground, keep faſt hold of what 


you have got, Rev. 3. 11. Hold that faſt which thou 


haſt, that no man take thy crown. 


Hold your hold brethren ] Et validis incumbite Re- 
ne, pull up well upon your oars, you have a rich 
cargo, and I hope we ſhall eſcape ſhipwreck ; for ac- 
cording to-the lateſt obſervation, if we are not within 
ſizht, yet we are not far from harbour; and though 
the noiſe of great breakers which we hear, imports 
hazard, yet J hope day-light, and good piloting will 
ſecure all. | f : 

More particularly I aſk your patience with. wp 3 
(ctill for your ſervice) to make the few following di- 
Act petitions. EB . 


1 az 1 

5 L. PETITION. . a 
Honorable brethren | | 65 

HAT you would know what you are, and who 


] you are, in the more ample and heroic ſenſe 
F your ſtate! —- 15 f 


t is certain very agreable with grace, for the up- 
right, ſometimes to ſhift ideas, and change ſuch, as are 
mournful, for thoſe which bear a bright aſpect in 
their condition; otkerways they may rob God of the 
glory of the beſt part of his grace and bounty, and 
difinable their own ſtrength, for ſome of the moſt im- 
portant ſervices they are called to in the world; there- 
fore Nehemiah plucks up his courage, and fays, 
&© Should ſuch a man as I flee? As tho'he ſhould ſay, 
he knew himſelf owner of too many great endowments 
and inſtruments, to be ſo little as to run for it, or be 
dreaded with ſuch an alarm, Neh. 6. 11, 12. =; 

So brethren, imagine your ſelves to be ſomething 
more than ordinary; for really you be ſo; and that as 
you 72 a goſpel combination, and collectively conſi- 
dered. > g% ; 

What! the beſt men of our country who form our 
courts, and command our armies, © that make the - 
figure and caſt the true luſtre (by their great wiſdom 
and real accompliſhments) in all great ſhews and 
appearances : Muſt all theſe be made null, or buried 
in a mioſis (as is frequently enacted by ambition) for 
the ſake of ſome inferiour members in a fraternity? 
which is as much as to ſay, in ſtate affairs, becauſe . 


coblers ſtalls or orange ſellers baſkets, afford no ſtates- 


men, ergo, none to be found or becauſe that in ma- 
ny great counties there may chance to be an hundred 
Eknaves, and twice the number of fools; ergo, there be 
no legales homines, lawful, men, fit for juries z no 
men fit for burgeſſes or knights of the. ſhire, to be 
found to make parliament men? and fo the kingdom 
muſt needs looſe all its antient rights by default. And 
whether or no ſuch abſervations as theſe, that are fo 
very concluſive, as you ſee, may ſtand for better law 
and logick in the churches then in the empire ? 

But if of equal force in each conſtitution, then, 


E 12 J 


whether this is not the way to inter and bury the 


glory of the empire and churches in their own rubbiſh, 


whilſt we incapaſſitate the heroes of both by an argu- 
ment a minoriad majus, viz. by infering the inſuffi- 


ciency of the great and wiſe, becauſe of the mean and 


baſe mingled in the ſame communities, 


IL PETITION. 


HAT you will put ſuch an eſtimation and value* 


on your church liberties as the Engliſh do oa 


their civil. And this is but a Yer reaſonable requeſt, 


if you, conſider the differing treaſuries under cuſtody, 
viz. Immortal ſouls on the one hand, and outward 
fortunes on the other. FB 
Many of you know the ſtories (poſſibly better than 
I can recite them) which tell ns, what: ſhip loads of 
blood and treaſure thoſe civil things have coſt the 
Engliſh world; and how near they ſtill lie to Engliſh- 
mens hearts. And many of you being immediate ſuc- 
ceſſors, cannot but be very ſenfible what theſe Neu- 
England liberties have coſt your progenitors, ſome of 
them having buried their eſtates, and all of them their 
bones in theie foundations, and left you now in poflef- 
fion, that if you ſthonld put contempt upon their ad- 


* ventures, their courage, wiſdom, zeal and ſelf denial, 


by under prizing theſe ineſtimable infranchizments, 
and flights them as though they were now to be indorſt 
by your own hands with Hezekiah's Nehuſtan, God 
may then put you to learn the worth of them at that 
ſchool where they learnt it; and I am fure you will 
pay dear for your tutoring if it comes to that. | 


"KH EE LLT 1-0-0. 
Honor and oblige your paſtors and public minſtiry : 
T is certain they are very great articles in the reaſons 
of your well being, Mat. 5. 13, 14. They make 
all things more ſavory, and to go down with a better 
reliſh ; yea, they alter tradgedies and comedies into a 
more grateful entertainment. What is all the glory in 


the world without the goſpel purely diſpens'd, and its 
moſt refined influence ? Theſe are the lights of the- 


World, and carry the lanthorn aloft in. the dark night 


ho» a, op 
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ir travels, thro? the teinpeſtucus { ocean of miſcys. 
able life, to direct all to a ſate landing at laſtt. 

Indeed, I mu acknowledge, your miniſters, when 
ſound and faithful, are to be accounted and eſteemed 
amongſt the beſt of your friends, tho* when n. 

and prejudiced, the worſt of your enemies. 
I think the devil' himſelf, and the world of his a7 
complices, can't do you the damage, they may upon a 
revolt. That I beg you will be curious and c ; 
your intereſt imbarked and depoſited there. 

And without making any ſcruple (in the main) — 
are your hearty and faithful ſervants. Indeavour 46. 
increaſe their love, and let them ſee and feel you have, 
e honor for them for their works fake. © And, _ 
if after all your repeated e and goodneſs, they will 
deſert and betray you, they ſhall en incur. a 2 | 
guilt both by tranſgreſſing the laws of gratitude to . ö 
and of loyalty to their great Lord. 

And I aſſure you, Sirs, I ſhould. upon ſuch terms 
be very loath to ſhare in their triumphs, tho? their 
gains ſhould be ſeemingly great, zud their signals and 

2 equal with 2 Gaſars of the world in their Lie 
ing © 

IV. P ETITIO N. 1 a 


Furniſh your churches with ruling oldies K; 


HE nature of the office is not only agreable Dich 

your frame, and exacted by your principles, but 
indeed carries ſafety and protection in it to your liber 
ties; ſuch truſtees are not liable to corruption as 
other officers, in that you do (as it were tranſmit and 
iatruſt them with your very principles of ſelf-preſerva 7 
on, which are of that nature as never to alter their 
timents, unleſs it be in the diſſolution of tlie fubjeQ,' 
when all falls together. The office ſeems a creation, 
where your juſt and regular ſympathies, and antipathics - 
center by the laws of nature; that what you love, they 
love; what you hate, they hate; and being ex © el 
of the ſtanding watch and guard, they will peculiarly 
perſonate your ſelves upon every notable erifis, and 
naturally caring for your affairs, will, Iike wakeful fun- 
tinels, curiouſly and with courage guard your liberties. 


— 
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Let churches which are numerous arid fuller of em- 


nent gifts, lead the way, and then ekcite and provoke 
their filter churches to ſuck love and good works for 


the advance of the common cauſe. There are without 


doubt, in thefe : churches, many private members, 
worthy perſons, ſuitably qualified for this office, who 
{like ſome edge-tools heedleſly left to ruſt out in 
oblivion) lie hid, yet, when found, and put to uſe, vilt 
prove themſelves truly eminent. 

Let Chriſt's churches ſeek amongſt their neglected 
hoards ; for they are, without doubt, church by church, 
far richer then they make for; there are, indeed, 
complaints of great poverty, and of a dearth and ſcar- 
city of ſuitable men. But I preſume it is done with 


great injuſtice 3 and complaints of this nature in theſe: 


churches, are but the complaints of ſervants that are 
full fed; and relieve no caſe by complaining, but ra- 
ther reflect diſhonor upon their good maſter, who 
hath bought all and beſtow'd enough and alſo incur 


blame to themſelves for not improving thoſe talents for' 


the advance of his gxchequer, which they themſelves 
have wrapt up in a napkin, and that in this caſe, by 
too much ſymbolizing with the carnal and politick men 
of the world, who to humour ſome by-ends (under the 


maſquerade of indigent perſons) make themſelves very 


poor, tho'God has given them great riches, Prov. 13.7. 
This is a true (tho? a ſerious affirmation) that in our 

conſtitution and principles, there is as plain a precept, 
if not as great a reaſon for this officer, as for any other 
in our churches 3 and yet, as to matter of fact, we 


find it to be rara avis in terra, like a black ſwan in the 


meadow ; and tho' the whole ſpecies is not quite root- 
gd out, yet it is grown very rare to find one individual, 


Now the fault muſt be ſome-where, and I am fatis- 
. Ked, our poverty is leaſt to blame. | 
That fome body or another muſt needs be culpable, 
on the account of this great omiſſion, may I without 
offence iſſue out, ſearch and inqueſt, to know who 


is to blame, upon this failure whether brethren, or 


public efficers, or whole chyrches ? 


TM 
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* I. Private Bretbren. N 
TA not the blame be laid in ſome caſes and ia 
ſome churches, upon ſome very capable chriſs- 

tian gentlemen, who tho' not incumbred (for the public) 
with any other incoherent ſervice, yet are poffibly too 
ſhy of this truſt, when offered to them? It muſt needs 
be acknowledged, the office is almoſt perfectly a piece 
of mortification and ſelf - denyal; theif is no proviſion 
in it to feed ambition, or feaſt any other luſt; all is fulb 


of watching and painfulneſs, and the reward and wages 


quite out of fight. But however in ſuch examples, whe- 
ther perſons bo qualified, and fo-called, onght not to 
comply, or themſelves bear the blame. IR 
The terms of Chrift's kingdom are very ſtrict and 
rigorons, for the honor of his own crown, when our 
juſt titles are competitors, and he lays the conditions 
of our obedience, upon à great forfeitare, if we don't 
fubmit, when called to duty, Matt. 10. 37, 39. 
| : 2. Public Officers. , | + 
AY not the ordained officers in ſome cafes and 
in ſome churches, be taxed or dblamed, for this 
great omiffion ? Such as out of timidity and diſtruſt, 
jealous ruling elders, leaſt they ſhovld inftead of eo 
leagues prove corrivals in the - exerciſe of their own 
truſt and authority, for being men not of fuch deep 
learning, yet may prove fo forafyed with friends, 
and ſo popular, as that they may be capable to overvop 
men of greater learning, and wiſer principles of eon- 
duct in all adminiftrations. ot JF 
Nov if any of Chrift's churches, are vacated of this 
officer, by ſuch jealouſies as theſe, or of the like nature, 
can the officers be without blamie ? and if fo, then 
whether the firſt born fon may not juſtiy imprecate 
future barrenneſs on his own ittothers womb, for fear 
leſt he ſhould be ſupplanted of the inheritance, by the 


next fon or brother born of the fame vemre? 
2dly, Such officers as may plead their own particu- 
lar conſcience and perſwaſion, againft the 'office, as be- 
ing ofa doubtful original, or of an uncertaininftitution, 
and therefore make bold to over rule our plain precepe 
for it, and the church ſubmits; Whether &'thert nat a 
treat blame here? ee e 
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ment, that 
ſervile and careleſs in the other. 


- 


For that no officers. particular conſcience muſt be a, 


rule to govern any, particular church, contrary to the 
churches own law, or rule of eſtabliſhment ; For if it 
be, then the churches muſt have as many diſtinct char- 
ters, and differing boeks of canons, as their paſtors 


have differing conſciences; which is a plain in- let to all; 


forts of confuſion. 


zaly, Such officers -who. plead the cuſtom of the 


churches, and ſo make the illegal omiſſions of ſome, a 
ſanctuary for the ſame fault in others; but whether this 
plea: from cuſtom will hold officers exempt from blame, 
when weighed in a juſt” ballance ? cuſtom is juſtly al- 


lowed a great conqueror in the world, it ſubdues whole 
Eingdoms to its empire, and all men ſubmit and ad- 
here to its demands and dictates, as to an oracle? But 


then it muſt be cuſtom that is Honorable, laudable, and 
uninterrupted, otherways a cuſtom which. continually 
croſſes a plain precept is very culpable, and contracts 
a-long ſeries of guilt, and may expect to be perſued 


with a tediotis train of ſad! conſequences, altho' it 
ſhould with much preſumption wipe its mouth and ſay,” 


I am innocent. Therefore cuſtom. is no plea in this 
caſe, but rather 'renders all who depend upon it, to be 
reduced to a deſperate poſture in their thoughts and 
arguments; for tho” there is a cuſtomary omiſſion, 


that hath prevailed in the churches to a fad degree, 


as to this office, yet the omiſſion has all along croſſed 


a precept, and has been confronted by the cuſtom of 
other churches in the land, who have attended their 
duty; ſo that thoſe churches who have maintained the 


practice, have kept lawful poſſeſſion of the right, and 


the title being matter of record, and founded in law, 


there remains no ſhelter here from cuſtom for delin- 
quents. | : 3 a 
4. Whether thoſe officers are juſtifiable, who honor: 


the office, yet do honeſtly and uprightly think that the 


narrow extent of territory may (as to-many churches). 


ſerve as a ſuperſedeas to the office? For what need of 
{o many great commiſſions in ſo ſinall bodies? But. 


It ſeems de by all rules of order and govern- _ 
ihis is too too ſovereign in the one, ànd too 
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whether ſmall churches have not 1 eat work belonging 
to them, ſufficient to improve a full compleat ſer. of 


officers, and poſſibly, all little enough to do the work 
well, it the nature and extent of it be rightly confidered 
and wt managed ; for who is . for ene 
— 0) 


3: The churches. | 
ETHER the churches, as incorporate bodies. 
are free from blame when they don't regular» 


ly endeavour to compleat themſelves in all offices, and 


prolecute their claim to this with effect? 

The ruling elders are the churches privilege, and a. 
very great right, on which their well-being . nd ſtabi- 
lity does much depend, and the great omiſſion in the 
country has probably brought things te that poſture 
of fickleneſs as we now find them at? Then whether 
the churches can be exempt from blame, hen they 
ſuffer ſuch: vacancies to continue, when it is in we 
power of their hands to remedy it? | 


Here indeed is a great queſtion commencing, viz. 


Aue ſt ion, Whether any church can poſſibly, and ac- 
cording to rules of order, proceed to eleft ruling 
elders, when other of their officers in actual rule and 
truſt, ſhall refuſe to call and guide the church in the | 
choice? _ 1 * 

I ſhall indeed trankgreſs- the bounds of my own” in- 
tentions, and the civility of an epiſtle, if I ſhould now 
undertake a full and leat anſwer to this queſtion.” 

I ſhall therefore. at preſent only juſt indix the princi - 
pal titles or heads for anſwer, by pointing briefly at the 


. dutics of officers, and he prerograives of the churches 


in the caſe... 

1. It is moſt apparent thi Hugh the hole miniſtry of 
the world (unleſs t abſqlute monarchies) that it is the 
duty of all public officers, to miniſter according to che 
plain rules of the public "fate, and not by their own 
fancy or wills, and fo in this caſe, the chief ruling of- 
ficer or officers (then ig being) in point of conduct are 
obliged to lead the church in their o ee accord - 
ing to the churches plain and ſertled princ and 
not reluct becauſe their N 3 do — 
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incline them ; It is now plainly too late for any” 
to pretend conſrience againſt eſtabliſhed rules: This 


officer 


objection ſhould have been made before they had taken 
office. But now it is out of ſeaſon, for they were 
deed and ordained to govern the church, not by 
their own thoughts, as the rule, but by the churches 
canon, and that by their own conſent, when they took 


office. And moreover, this is moſt evident, that if 


ſuch powers which belong to the inſide of mens being, 
viz. their hearts, fancies, notions, judgments, imagina- 
tions or conſciences, call them by what names you pleaſe, 
or let the owners freely fix the titles (the odds is not 
great,) now if theſe are to be the rule of churches; 
then paſtors and ruling officers have (in their degree) as 
abſolute a dominion over the churches, as the great 


Turk has over his baſhaws, and other vaſſals. 
But J hope, none here will claim this dominion. And 


if not, then let paſtors and teachers do their duty in 


point of conduct (if the churches are. 


not remiſs in 


theirs) and this great vacancy may be ſoon ſupplied, 
and there is alſo a relief for officers, if their juſt prero- 


gatives are any ways toucht by the traverſe. 


2dly, To confine the diſcourſe to this preſent exam - 
ple, and to ſhorten terms, for brevity's-ſake, it mult be 
granted, that any p#ticular officer ſenſible of his duty, 
that ſhall undertake: to gratify and lead the church, in 


the election and choice, &c. This makes the caſe very 


caſ in point of conduct; yea, tho" other officers in the 
ſame church, if there be any, ſhould either oppoſe or 
not act. For that any one ruling officer in a church, 


where there may be many: of the ſame nature, he him 


ſelf is vertually the whole college of officers in any. 
As in civil 


office: act that he performs without them. 
a ars. a particular executor ſo far faftains the whole: 


exccutorſſiip, as that he can make à valid act in that 
miniftry, though many others are joined with him in 
the ſame reſtament, and yet don't nor won't act with 
him, in this or that affair, tho' confirmed in their truſt; 


which principal is rounded in the nature of a joint te- 


nancy in gend ral, andi in a joint truſt i in particular, dn 


by many — 
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3dly, The caſe is very difficult when che ſtandiag of- 


— Kicers } join der man, and will not guide the church 
. in theſe elections referred to, &c. And I muſt needs 
* ſay, I fear here has been the great bar to this office. : 
We may from intereſt, as well as duty, ratio- 
1 © nally ſuppoſe the inclinations of the churohes, and the 
— deſires of many of them have been made known by re- 
ir peated and honorable ſolicitations therein, ſaying to r- 

| chipus, fulfil thy miniſtry, Cor. 4. 17. and we may alſo 
Bo affirm, the principle is plain, the office | is acknowledged, 
Y at home and abroad to be of divine original. But how- 
— 5 ever this is certain, it is a formal eſtabliſhment by thele 
37 churches, and not now to be diſputed. Yet the offi- 
15 ceers pretend, they ſee. no reaſon. to give way to the 
_ churches deſire or demands, neither will they. conduct 

: in this cafe, though their duty does oblige, that ſo the 
4, ® church may be compleated in its officers gz no they 
< are pleaſed by acts of a ſuperintending power, to lock 
Bs the church door, and turn the key againſt this office, 

: and no pleas or perſwaſions can alter their refolutions, 
; But hereby the officers do plainly abdicate their office, 


by changing the acts of a limited truſt, bounded by 
recept into what is meerly arbitrary; ſo in a degree, | 
they break up the relation between themſelves and the 
church, and by ſuch an eſſential error, ſo contrary to 
the churches charter, and their own ,commiſtion they 
forteit all at once, tho lenity and mercy may favor them 
with a long life; yet in the eye of juſtice they are dead 
men, if not in nature, yet in law, and upon their on 
STINACY may juſtiy be DEGRADED, therefore in ſuch 
a caſe, when it comes to the extremity, the churches 
may and onght to call in council, and proceed in their 
work and duty for their own well being, after the man- 
ner of an inorganje church platform, chap. 1d. And 
this I need not ſtand to deſeribe, our platform, the laws 
of the province, and the practice of the churches in o- 
other caſes, and vacancies will do it. 

Then 1hether theſe congregational churches, thro? 
theſe provinces may not juſtly reflect blame upon them; 
{-lves, for too ſupine negligent 2 frame of ſpirit, to- 
wars ſo great an intereſt, and ſo noble an offive, fre 
ing they have ſuch a ſhare | in goverament, and can fa: r- \ 


can ſoon recruit you. 


I | 


y reſcue themſelves and their own rights, by the power 


ind principles of their own eſſence, when their other 


officers neglect duty? 
INT V. PETITION. 

HAT you will pleafe to reviſe the ſtudy, (and is 
order to it) a new impreſſion of your platform. 
I is very uſual for many gentlemen in your country, 
landed men, and men of eſtates, every man to keep his 
law-book by him, as his bible, the bible for the ſolace 
of his mind, and the law-book for the ſafety of his e- 
ſtate, that upon any defamation of title, or other in- 
croachments, when his lands and properties are in ha- 
zard, he may know whither to repair for his direction, 
and how to make his defence. And ſo methinks it 
ſhould be with the members of the churches, as to their 
ſtated rights by their cannon law? That there ſhould be 
a kind of a penalty (if the hazard in ſuch a defect be 
not puniſhment enongh) on ſuch delinquents, as live 
members of Chriſt's viſible kingdom here, and yet live 
without the platform, the eccleſiaſtical political charter 


_ of theſe churches. 


I muſt needs fay, and I wiſh I could whiſper it fo 
low, that the eccho might never rebound to Gath or 


 Aſtelon, and yet be diſtinctly heard thro? theſe churches, 


That I fear the impreſſion of the platform is almoſt ex- 
tinct, if not quite worn out in the country. And that 
as it was ſaid in the day of battle, under king Saul, that 
there was neither ſword nor ſpear found in the hand of 


any of the people; ſo here, though your bibles which 


is the ſword of the ſpirit, is in every mans hand, yet 
poſſibly, this ſpear or neceſſary weapon, in the defence 


of your goſpel liberties, your platform, is ſcarce to be 
found in the hands of one in a thouſand, thro' all the 


hoſt of Iſrael. I do therefore adviſe my country, and 
theſe churches, to furniſh yourſelves, and that you 
would encourage the printers in this deſign; and they 


My honorable and deureſt friends, 
If we are puſh't on to battle, and our weapons are 


then in the oar, we may juſtly ſuſpe& we ſhall be but 
too eaſy and cheap a conqueſt for aflailants, 'There- 


But cho it be but as 2 little a or a had 
Vt or 0, er Ain wel fel. perk my N 
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. fore furniſh yougſelves in good time with this Pes of 


artery, that you may be well fix d and cquipt for h 


Don't you hear from the top of yonder proud nad and 
jofry mountain, — enemies trum 2 
ating a preparative ? Therefore let all the good 


| dies Feb be comploat in this and all ach Jon of | 


their armour, and at an hows warning, ualcſs you 
reckon your treaſure not worth defending. 


vi. PETITION. 


HETHER it may not be very proper for theſe 
churches, after ſo long an interval, to admit of 
this addreſs, viz. That they will pleaſe to meet or re-. 
preſent themſelves in a provincial or general ſynod ? 
That if there be any thing in our church government 
which may want emendation, that (as they fay) it may 
be done, Secundum ' uſum ſarum, or regularly and ac- 
cording to the manner of theſe churches ;- or if there 
be any new forms, needful to be inſerted, or whatever 
elſe may in a way of order be thought neceſſary for the 
advance of religion, it may be fairly decided for the ſer- 
vice of the whole. And allo, if it ſhall then be judged 
prudent, our principles for the ſeiſing, and tryal of the 
more ungove?nable, and ſtouter ſort ofdelinquents and 
offenders, may be reviſed, and ſomewhat enlarged, that 
ſo it may be made very eaſy for all particular churches, 
to make out proceſſes againſt them, and that they ſhall 
find the churches fetters will hold them. That forever 
after all ſmall juncto's of men, or particular perſons, 
member or members of the churches (let their chrac- 
ter be what it may be) ſhall be deterred from being fo 
hardy and bold as to divulge their pernicious doctrines, 
and ſeditious ſentiments, with ſuch preſumption, and 
ſuch hopes of impunity, as ſome of late have done. 


Thus, Right honorable and beloved in Chrift ! 


| T have nothing more at preſent to add by way of pe- 
titiom to your ſelves, but only that you will pleaſe to 
take this poor piece of ſervice in good part. 2 


— 
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way uſeful for the tabernacle... And tho' it won't 
ſhelter againſt ſtorms of great ſhot, it may ſerve to 
cover and ſhield from ſome flighter arrows. 
Burt let it be what it may be in every gther mans 
opinion, it is in mine (as to defign and intention) my 
love, honor and loyalty to my God, prince and coun- 
try, for whoſe ſervice. I was born, according to the 
received maxim, on ſoli nobis nati ſumus. And here 
I pay one par? of my debt to thoſe great creditors in 
inch ſpecies as I have; therefore I hope for pardon 
from, and acceptance with all of them, | 
My concluſion is with devouteſt application to the 
fupream throne, that the almighty God will bleſs the 
great ANNE, our wiſe and proteſtant princeſs ; News- 
England s royal nurſe, and great benefactreſs, that the 
may live to ſee all the proteſtant churches thro” her vaſt 
empire, more virtuous and more united, and as they 
all meet and center with their differmg perſwaſions, by 
their love and loyal actions in her perſon and govern- 
ment. Let her moſt excellent majeſty, next to Chriſt, 
continue abſolute. in her empire over their hearts, and 
as {ye has made ſuch a compleat conqueſt, of all differ- 
ing parties within her dominions, by. her wiſe and-vir- 
tuous meaſures, and thereby won all the fame of rule 
| and foverignity from her royal progenitors, who could 
nmever fo charm ſuch mighty nations. Let her reign 
Continue the exacteſt model for all courts in Europe | 
and when ſhe is full repleat and ſatisfied with length 
|) of days, and the moſt glorious effects of a proſperous 
reign, let God favor her laſting and flouriſhing name 
with an unperiſhing monument, on which juſtice ſhall 
become obliged to inſcribe this memento, viz. “ Here 
lies in funeral pomp, the princeſs of the earth, the 
ſtore-houſe of all enobling and princely perfections,” 
That if all the monarchs on earth, have loſt their ex 
cellencies, their arcana imperii their ſtate, wiſdom, 
\ Fill in government, and all forts of heavenly, princaly 
and heroick virtnes ; here they may be found lodged 
in this one unparralled MONARCH. ©  -. ; 
iN” Let God bleſs his excellency, and preſerve the go» 
vernment of the province, and let it continac always 
in the hands of natives, and let our country, ſucee 
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ſively breed men of ſuch merit, as thall 

imperial majeſty, with their loyalty and worth; and 
that their true deſerts may gver purchaſe for them ſuch 
a high ſtation, whilſt they ſha l plainly. out · weigh their 
rivals in the royal ballance. And let them be always 
patrcn to thefe churches, as an acknowledgement to the 
crown of heaven, as the ſettled conditihn of tenure 


they hold by, and poſſeſs ſuch royal demeſneſs. 


Let the great and good God of heaven and earth bleſs 
theſe churches, the beauty of the wilderneſs, and con- 
tinue fo noble a, miniſtry as- they now have, and proſ- 
per and requite their faithful and unwearied labors, 
and let him continue the ſucceſhon, and furniſh the 
next ſet with greater comp and virtue. 
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Loet Chriſt Jeſus, the great ſheppard, who hath the care 
oß the flocks in the wilderneſs, preſerve inviolable, the: 
ineſtimable privileges and liberties of -theſe | churches ;_ 
and let them ' entail them, with all other civil and ſa- 


cred rights and immunities which they now enjoy, as 
a ſure eſtate of inheritance, to the laſt poſterity of this 

; people. And let their children, and childreſis children 
remain from generation to generation, until the world 


be done with; and the ſun has left ſhining; 


So prays, the meanct of all your Lrvants 


co of 


in CURIST,.. Nr 2 5 of Te 5 


May 31, 1710. 
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HE nobleneſs of parentage, by the laws of 
| honor, entails on poſterity, eth other rights) a 
protection from all incivilities, but not from the auſterer 
——— juſtice, when that is pe and violated. 
uſtice keeping the golden rule, Quo dat ſuum Cuigue 
obſerves 8 diſtinctions, than what it firſt male 
in its diſtributions amongſt the rich and poor, the no- 
ble and ignoble, it is no reſpecter of perſons; for t hat 
it ĩs ſuperior to all men, and fits as a veiled empreſs, 
holding the ballance to weigh out equal to each one 

according to the merits of the cauſe, and ſees no 
man, — | 
There being now under cognizance, ſuch as are of 
honorable families, and yet arreſted and brought by 


due courſe of law to anſwer for high crimes, it muſt 


ſed rudeneſs in manners, though t 
ſomewhat freely and ruſty handled, whilft the proſe- 
cution is held agreable with the impeachment and rule 
of juſtice. And as for myſelf, who am under com- 
miſſion from authority, to appear in defence of my 
country's ſacred liberties : I can io my own juſtifica- 
tion, affirm, that I have no diſhonorable inclinations, 


not be ſup 


N garry a juſt mind, fo as to condemn no man or 
& dat upon plain evidence, nor to aggravate any 
lea 


ond its juſt bounds. | 


Therefore, tho' in the following þages there amy be * 


Eſcerned, a great liberty in argument, with a mixture 


* 


[FEY 


of ſatyrs, as tho?.none- but inferigrs were u 
ved 10 the nt yet aſcribe it "unto"? 10e and 
veneration for ſo great an intexeſt as I appear for, and 
not to any baſe intent of ſinking the honar, or darken” 
ing the luſtre of men. I neither deſire, nor defi 
hurt any man, no, not ſo much asan Hatt on is Read. 
but I ſolely aim at ERROR, tat is the butt I level 
for. * 
Thus having by | this brief, but nager apology, ſecur- 
ed the honor of my intentions, i6 I am worthy of * 
belief; I ſhall no longer interrupt "tlie protec but 
ſhall nextly, draw up the indiftment,” upon which 
theſe ropoſals are to paſs, and abide a tryal. 8 
And this I ſhall do in à form borrowed from fir 
g Cooke, the king's attorney, in the 9 
of 1 Walter Rawleigh, in theſe words. n N 


CERE 1 is miſcMicf, miſchief i in undo Gr * 
yea, exorbitant miſchief, This is the chargeToffer * 
to make good againſt the propoſals, at the bar ot com- 4. 
mon reaſon; in order thereto, I ſhall proceed, and © _ 
expect to produce ſufficient wv 30% under two heads.” * 
Iſt. By a few preliminary queries. | 

Adly, By a more critical examination of ls Sers: 55 9 
fals themſelves.” | 

As introductory, and for the 'driaging i in ſleer 

e againſt the criminal propoſals, now you. their, 
* I ofter theſe following queries. 


it Oger, : 
Whether the churehes in Wege ni 
in poſſeſſion of a form of government, by w 
are diſtinguiſhed from of the reformie web 
in the world, more. than by their grace? and if ſos 
(which no man that knows them will deny,) Neb 
muſt be ſome ſuperior power, or their on voluntary 
act, regularly obtained, that muſt out or diſpoſſe 
them. Did an equal claimer appear, 7 et 8 0 
quiet poſſeſſion holds againſt a writ of ejectmeut a 
very ſtrong plea in the ſeſſions, both of reaſon 


law z; pecarding 6 to that ee maxim, e. 
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Jure, melior eff Conditio Peſidentis, when two "plead an 
equal right, he is in the beſt condition who. is in poſ- 
ſeſſion ; then it can be no leſs then a very indifputable 
right, and duly proſecuted with effect, that can dil- 
pofleſs theſe churches of their government. 


"ws." AER 

Whether length of time has diſcovered any eſſential 
error in the government of theſe churches ? 

8 Ard 1ſt, it has, or 2dly, it has not. 

1. If time has made any fuch diſcovery, yet the 
propoſals have not been ſo fair as to detect it, or de- 
tcribe wherein, or in what reſpect. The great ſervice 
theſe churches, with their government, have done, in 


ſubduing and beautifying a wilderneſs, beſpeaks ſome 


conſiderable reſpect from all men, who value wiſdom or 
picty ;_ that it muſt needs ſeem a harſh piece of juſtice, 
without any formal trial, for them to be driven from 
plenty, and ſent to the doors of their own tenants; t 
beg for a booty, out of that eſtate which was once their 
own at leaſt, by a ſeiſin in fact, if not in law; for that 
the propoſals kill, and take poſſeſſion. with far Iefs ce - 
remony or legal formalities, than 4hab did, in gaining 
the right of Nabeth's vineyard ; when as if there is any 
eflential-error in their frame or conſtitution, and that 


they have either ignorantly or treacherouſiy aſſumed 


any peculiar prerogative which belongs to Chrift's 
throne, as king, that was never their due to poſſeſs 
(and ſo being "conſidered as uſurpers, are dead in law) 
yet-notwithftanding it would not have offended againſt 
the laws of grattade in ſending them to their graves,to 
have put ſome more marks of honor upon them, by: 
certain ſolem and uſual forms of triat in the prologue 
of their, diſſolution; for they have been certainly great 
and good ſervants to the public, that if they deſerve to 
die, they ought to dic under all the marks of honor 
which juſtice can allow of, at the leaſt a grand ſeſſions, 


à jury, and liberty to make plea in their own defence, 
| ag een the influence of royal council, fhould have 


cen granted; unleſs they may be treated as conque- 
eors, ſer ve unfortunate pirates, who when taken, are 


without farm of law hung up at the yards- arm. 


i 
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2dly. But if no ſuch diſcovery can be made, whe- 
ther it is a wiſe and juſt thing for men to alter their 
government? The churches of Chriſt in this count#y, 


ave been in poſſeſſion of this form of government; 
and it hath been eſtabliſhed by certain legal and orderly 
familiarities, and univerſal conſent; and has continued 
upwards of threeſcore years. And as the poet ſays, 
Pervarios Caſus Per Tot Diferimina Rarum Toendimus in 
Czlum, They have paſſed various changes, and great 
temptations, and yet to this day by this beſome of 
diſcipline have been kept as clean ſwept, as any churches 
of God in the world; and any ſuch embroilments as 
have lately happened in the churches, have been more 
the folly of adminiftrators, in not keeping to the rules 
of government, than from any defect in the conſtituti - 
on. Then what reaſon have we to meditate a change? 
No, certainly ; it will be more divine, and agreable with 
the law of our religious gratitude, to join with the rev. 
Mr. Nicholas Noſe, in his doxology, or uſe of triumph 
and praiſe for the great mercies he recites in his election 
ſermon, p. 79. ſays he, Thanks be to God and the 
king! our houſes and our lands are our own, without 
every mans being at the coſt of a charter ; 'and yet we 
have the liberty of our religion, and the "free exercife 
of it, without fubſcribing pew articles of faith, worſhip 
or diſcipline ; which is a great favor of God, if we have 
wiſdom and grace to improve it rightly. 9 
Query, Whether the right improvement will be to 
alter the ſcheme of our government or diſcipline, ſeeing 
no body elſe will do it for us? No furely ! But it will 
be more agreeable, with both our policy and duty, to 
follow the good advice Mr. Cotton Mather leaves us in 
his golden-ftreet, page 40. in theſe words, Where 
we have a platform left us that is according to the word 
of our gracious Lord, and the pattern in the mount ; 
we ſhall be great enemies to ourſelves, if we do not 
keep to it.” "SHED HY! 


_ bk 4 


- 3d. Query. _ 4 
Whether it be not great boldneſs for any particular 
gentlemen to invade, null, alter or weaken fo great a 
right and propriety, as is the government®ofitheſe 
churches, without their conſent ? 2 


» 
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. [Government is the greateſt bl:fling in the world, of 
 & worldly nature; it is felony, cheaper by far to the 
. Jooſers, to plunder men of their eſtate and wealth, nay, 
and of their lives too, then to diſpoil them of govern- 
ment; for by the latter, you harraſs and worry them 
in the world, with plagues and miſeries, worſe then 
death it ſelf, that the baſeſt is far better than no go- 
vernment; achurliſh tyranny, is better than an inſolent 
anarchy, where men are without law, and all hail 
fellows, not well, but badly met. And for men to 
alter or ſwap government, without all intereſted parties 
are agreed, is- a very bold intruſion. 5 
That, yea, that government which is in any good 
meaſure formed, 2. does agree with the natural free- 
dom of human beings, and is adjuſted by the laws of 
; wiſdom and honor, and plainly, and fairly eſtabliſhed ; 
is too much of God in the world, and too great a roy- 
alty belonging to men, for any to play the knave or 
fool with. "IS | | | 
And when a government hath done all things in the 
main well, and has reapt in a great ſtock of bleſſings, 
no to ſhuffle it out of place, is fickleneſs, and not 
policy; for a ſenſible ſeries of bleſſings will always a- 
tone for fome- ſeeming defects in a conſtitution. 
Therefore when all Meal met at Ramah, in a general 
aſſembly, to alter their conſular government, which 
had been crowned with ſignal bleſſings, they got ill 
wiil in the court of heaven for it, 1 Sam 8. 7. "OF 
The great ſucceſs which attended, ſignified it to be 
- a theocracy, and that it had more of God, than of 
man in it, which is an argument, { Caeteris Paribus) 
for all other governments, and ſo for this of New- 
England churches, which has been honored with great 
| Jucceſs, and many bleſſings from its beginnings. to this 
e day; therefore well does Mr. Cotton Mather deſcribe 
1 the ſubject and adviſe his country, in his late ſermon 
on the ſtreet of gold, ſays he; (in a remarkable paſſage 
out of a letter) page 40. Here is a temple built, more 
- glorious than Solomon's, not of dead ſtones, but living 
faints-; which may tempt the greateſt queen of Sheba 
do come and ſee, and allure, even kings from far tp 
| come and worſhip in. Therefore, as to their govern- 
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ment, (fays ke) urs, do not \pil it, oh, deſtroy N re y it not f 1 


there is a blefling in it.“ 
1 *54S . LT 3 


| c SC SOIIS 
Whether by comparing the propoſals and our plat- 


form, we don't find them repugnant,” and ſo contra 


dictory, that if one ſtands, the other muſt fall ? 
And that we can as ſoon reconcile,a' republic with 


an abſolute. monarchy, or the beſt fort of free Mates . 


with a politick tyranny, or at leaſt with an oligarchy, 
where the chief end of government is the inriching and 


greatneſs of its miniſters; and this we may do, when we 


have compounded theſe propoſals and our plat/orm, fo 


that as that faithful and noble friend to theſe churches, 
the famous and learned Inereaſe Mather, P. D. in an 
appendix to his diſſertation concerning the ſacrament, 


laments ſeveral plots conſpiring the diffolation of theſe 
famous churches, in theſe wards, via. The hold at 
tempts which have of late been made to unhinge and 
overſet. the congregational churches in New-Englant, 


by decrying their holy covenant, &. We may here 


juſtly highten the complaint, and try, Pro: Dealer 5 


Lachrime | Alas, alas,! here's the grief I hence flo 
our tears ! for here is a bold attempt indeed, not only 


to deſpoil the houſe of ſome particular piece of farm- 
ture, but to throw it quire out at ade ; not on- 
ly to take away ſome of its ornamenss, but to blow 

its foundations. For theſe bold attempts which that 
WORTH Y complains of, ſeem now to be grown very 
rampant; for here is in view a combination of work 
men diſaffected with the faſhion of the old fabrick, who 


(ia pretence) deſign to repair, but in reality to ruin ie 
whole frame. They appear (indeed) ſomething iu ie 


manner of Nehemiah's men on the wall, Neb. 4. 17. 


it were with a trowel in one hand, with which they now 


and then put on a little untempered morter, to plaiſter 


over a chink or two, where the old work by length df 


time, is fomewhat weather-beaten, to pacify the jealouſtes 
of the inhabitants, that they may think theſe builders 
(ſurely) are mending, and not marring their old com- 
fortable habitation. But in reality, they have in the- 
other hand a formidable maul, not as Nehemiah's weapon 
to defend, but to bæcak downtke building; for they te 


6 . 
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themſelves, which I ſhall attend, 


to immediate viſion, or a ſpirit of prophecy ; both the 
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all hands at work banging the platform in pieces, upon 
which the old fabrick is built. That may not the 
churches, and all their lovers ſigh and complain, as once 


Cicero did, O Tempora © Mores ] who would have 
expected ſuch times and ſuch things from ſuch men? 


| g 5th Query. | 

We muſt needs then enquire, From whence the pro- 
poſals derive their force? Who gives them letters of 
attorney, or commiſſion to ſue theſe churches (by a Q 
Warrants) out of poſſeſſion of their government? To 
me (I muſt needs confeſs) the attempt is very daring ; 
and I ſee no way of reconciliation, unleſs the ſcheme 
drawn in the 5 can be fairly ſheltered under 


ſome more authentic and ſpecious umbrage, than the 


bold dictates, tho? of the wiſeſt of men, when they are 


Pleaſed to ſer themſelves up oracles for their country. 


So I come, | v 
2. To the more critical examination of the propoſals 
i. More generally. 2" 5 
2. More particularly, by taking a ſurvey of them in 
their diſtinct ſections. Wi S 
1. More generally, by enquiring into their original, 


and nature. wt - 


1. By making a more exact inqueſt and ſearch after 


their original; and in this debate, they forfeit their eſ- 


ſence, unleſs they can derive their pedigree, either, 


1. From Gods immediate inſpiration, Or, 
2. From ancient revelation. Or, 
3. From right reaſon, which is a ray of divine wiſ⸗ 
dom, inſtampt upon human nature. Or, wo, 


4. From the platform of the churehes, which is a 


H of government, collected by our anceſtors out of 


ſeveral fountains, and principally from the ſcriptures. 


Now in purſuing this diſtribution, I ſhall diligently en- 
quire, whether we can hear of their original under any 
of theſe heads. _ 
1. As to immediate inſpiration, I muſt needspreſume, 
theſe entlemen will not dare to affert, that they are ſent 
immediately from God with this meſſage to the churches ; 
they are too gocd and wiſe to pretend (with enthuſiaſts) 
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matter and manner of their writing, ſufficiently edh! 
vinces, that theſe propofals are their own ſentiments 3” 
they durſt not put, a, Thus faith the LORD upon them 
ſuck an inſcription is too heavenly and royal for ſuck 
coin; for both they and we know, according to, De. 
30. 12. It is not in heaven, that chou ſheuldeſt ſay, 
who ſhall go up for us to heaven, and being'it unto us, 
that we may know it, and do it ? there is no need to 
ſend meffengers to that court, to learn by immediate and 
extraordinary information, either the laws of our duty 
or-intereſt ; for that God hath made all things faficiont-" 
ly plain, by this time of day, either by ſeripture or rc 
ſon, for the conduct and. goverument of his churches 3 


ea, of the ſubjects of his umiverſal intellectual M. 
ACHT in this world. : W 
2. As to ancient revelation ; Holy ſcripture, that beſt, 

tho? not the biggeſt of bobks, is the faints library, and? 
che clergy-man's paiidefs;Whenee he takes the rules fe 
the management of his truſt; ſo that it is very amuſing, 
that the bible ſhould be forgonen in drawing up ſuch 
ſchemes as theſe; as tho* the uſage of the popeseonclave; 
which turns the bible out of doors for 4 Wrangler; an 
gives the chief ſeat to tradition, r. wert here in fai 
on. Indeed, I cannot but efteem them very unfortu- 
nate roþoſals, to be turned fo naked into the world, as 
not to have the leaſt tincture of ſoriptut᷑e to gaurd them 
from contempt ; no, net fo much ds à chation, char 
might admit of ſo much as z ſtrained 'conſequenice in 
their defence. And fo; tho' leſs/prophane; yet they 
are alſo leſs politick tken the mo e of here - 
ticks, who always bring thei? e#rors ont e ſtage; gaurd - 
ed with ſcriptures, and c endeavor to make the ir 
citations look with ſuch an afſpect, as tho! they were 
encampt on their fide. But here we have nothing for 
our faith to lean on, but ſo many auſterer If Dixie 
as bitter pills of death for the! ehurches to ſwallow, 

without any of the confection of heaven, or the feet 
manna ſprinkled upon them or elſe only fo many na- 

ked human preſumptions, as arrows or bolts} too raf. 
ly ſhot out againſt the ſides of dur churches, and no 
word of ſcripture to tip or feather them. Na, it ia 
very memorable, and I account fatal, and to be obfere-- 


(BJ 

Ahe GOD, that ſacred title of che almighty, wich, 

which the holy {cripture does ſo abound, is not once 

named (as I can find) in the whole -treatiſe ; as tho“ 
the molt ſacxed titles, as well as ſections of that heavenly 
book, would move fears, and ärritate jealouſies, rather 
than pour down ſolace and comfort upon this under- 
taking. Therefore, in a, word, the whole bible. is 
throwa by as a ſealed parchment, or as one that never 
prophecies good to ſuch adventurers. Therefore theſe > 

propoſals being apprehended as fea rovers, and igdict- , 

ed upon the ſtatute of piracy ;; and upon examination 

being found without the prince of princes colours, and 
yet doing great miſchief, in aſſaulting and wounding 
his churches and lawful ſubjects, on. their honeſt, oc - 

+ caſion ; being bound dn a voyage to their own coun- 
try they can no ways in juſtice eſcape, but muſt 
paſs under the ſentence, - and / endure the paitis of 
death, for they are taken fighting without commiſſion, 

en As to R E. 8 0 N. | we, yy 
Recta Ratio, Right reaſon, that great oracle in hu- 
man affairs, is the ſoul of man ſo formed and endowed 
by creation, with a certain ſagacity or acumen (in many 
particular examples, ſha d by the conſtitution of . 
nature, by grace and duch) whereby mans iantellect is 

10 enabled to take up (pro Medulo, or in a degree) the 

10 trae idea or perception of things agreeable with, 

10 and according to their natures. So that if we bring 
Will theſe. propoſals under examination by the laws of rea- 

10% ſon j we muſt enquire, whether they are agreeable 

170 with the nature and conſtitution of the churches, if 

17 tkey fully harmonize with their principles of eſſenee, 

then they may be enroled for canons; but if they jar, 


17 and are plainly' repugnant, we may then lawfully cen- 
144 ſure them, and pronounce them irrational. Whether 
100 theſe churches are conſtituted by ſcrinture or reafon, . 

| 15 yea or no, that is not our queſtion, but being of ſuch 
174 2 frame or conſtitution, as they now are, and always 


4 have been; all who pretend to ſupport and preſerve. 
0 them, and yet take ſuch meaſures, as will .utterly .- 
IH everthror.-and diffolve them, ſuch repaircrs have ap- 
; | : parcatly deſerted the dictates an goverament of right 
| if RRC | | ' | 
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And here ve may collect an induction of ſome*few 
hints Fer e bel eln the plarford 
aſſeris a. claſſes to Fe no goſpel form af church drder 3 
the. propoſals. ſay* it is, or they abuſe our 'credvllity. 
The propalals orders the aſſociation” to have rhe firſt 


cognizance of church caſes; our government ſays, no, 
it. a to the juriſdiction of particular churches. 
The propoſals gives power to the afſociation to limit 
elections, and, to direct then ; but qur government; 
ſays, ho, it will. not content; the election of officers 
is the prerogative of the churches, and they wont, as 
yet, part with it, Kc. 80 chat When we can by the 
rules of grammar, refolve yea and nay, to be be Fat 
voice and word tt 7 155 may reconcile che propofals* . 
and the platform ; that certainly, whatever there be off » 
religion, the method is apparently difagreeable with - 
common. reaſon. © 5 | 26305 88, QFIMN. In 5 91 
W 4. As to the P LATFORM.' EAA 

1 ſhall repreſent it by a kind of à Hort 2 
thus, viz. enquiring whether the propofals are reduced 
from this fountain, the platform with all its chapters, 
and with one joint conſent, as plain” as the tongue in 
their heads can utter it, fay, that ever ſince it polleſt 
the government, fo much as dream'd of them. It m 
ſay with deſtruction, (7ob' 28. za % we have heard 
the fame of theſe things, with our cars; bur hever itha»- 
ined ſo much as a, ſeminal virtue in our own” beings *- , 
or their procreation; but rather ſtarts with the nes ot 
their approach, out of fear of its own diſſolution, from. - 
rhere repugnant and formidable nature: "Therefore 
as in a prievqus . fright from ſurprize, *cries* ht 
with 4thalidh, treaſon, treaſon! And begs that zeal ang . 
conſcience, thoſe two ſolicitors for the crown, willat 


$5 p & het 4 © Pat. 1 3 ern 
proſecute them as traitors to the prince of peace; unt 

A | $4 7 
2. To, enquire into the nature of theſe "propoals; 
by ſurvezing their compoſttion/Md properties:/9321 

4 1K. Their compoſition. TY } N. i 241 224d SFORI-30 


felons to theſe churches, Chriſt's loyal ſubjeQs, - 8 
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rianiſm, or the r of the church by cls 
yet if I don't miſtake, in intention there is fümethiß 
conſiderable of prelacy in it, only the « diſtiner courts o 
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1 il biſhops, with the ſteeples of the ay „Abe, ſur- 
1. plice, and other ornaments, w then\felye 

0 io viſible, as to be diſcerned af, th del foul, yet with 

i a mireſcope ou may ny 1275 him + teal to be 
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1 ere in Em rio, et in Rerum na tara 5 is 4 i 
7 Known maxim, & nd nece Sdfin legit non 
0 deeft. What is nece Wa 110 od, or Ni 55 it 

| , Ye intention. of a deſign, is rea ere 98 oe 257 

erer 3 therefore als propoſa are 1 15 


far at a ſtep, as theſe e be 9 pul. needs uti- 
derſtand no leſs in their aim than an « eno bling "povVeErn- 
ment for clergy-men,, 5 1 prin« *.T parlia- 
ments have rned, the c hurch es Wi This gets 
rational, that GE which, . hever ſtick a at robbing' the 
churches of ſuch an immence treaſure, as ; the propoſals 
carry th will . ſand, Shall we ! ſhall we ! at the 
offer of Au eg. which is a barrony with afl I. 
| rights, and ro urtenances. | 
115 * 2. 1s 410 11 in it, whick” {ineſls Fel 
eh firong of the i in fallible cha to Fil the p ver 6f 
1 1 making rules, to i 555 e . 
bf 1 right of 
40 and all ae power In matters eccle FR 
10 as the prerogative o lergymen, diſtin from all other 
126 eſtates, and miniſters i in W 1. or thus, for the 
14 clergy. to mono olize bot legiflatis and e: cecutiye 
1 law, 3 is but a * ſt 5 y 7 chair 
Wap of univerſal. pe ilence, and h the 1a Jer k 5 Fr Ms 
| 1 gerd men may, if they Þ plea 85 clambe e | 
1306 e ſe ih 


#4 pode provided and intended for them, 5. then gan 
14 controul them, but the Almighty himſelf? ? as was faid 
1 1 of thoſe daring men, en. II. 6. And now noghing 
14 wil be reſtrained; from them, which they have imagin- 
ws ed to do ; for who can now with-hold from them in- 
i , or = the direful and defigtive ſentence ? 


EO ( 356 1 


limit, their, power * ſhorten their m in 
15 eir e * "Their b n gow upon any af- 
roat, bel 110 Ge boon Ge Con rerrible cur- 
ſes 3 1 15 ads ghted and TnvflaPe 1aity, 


hoch princes. and ſubjects 8 285 here at in the grave, 
\BY ut under one. and. che ſame topick) muſt forfeit their - 
lvation, . if the) don! t "tammely abmit,' and obediently 
become cheir execiftioners g for that t is now evident, 
that all power isif not really given, e ſtolen, 
Ki in intent . E 
24ly. Their © oper ties. 
iſt, Property, is diſorder, Order is ck hs ban 
and ſafety of the, univetſc ; take ' yay the decorum 
ba — * the whole hangs toge r, the great flame bf 
nature 1s unpin'd, and dro 22 from picce 3 and 
out of a beautiful ſtructure we have à chaos.” Theſe 
prppoſals are therefore very, miſchievous; if not in mat- 
ter, I. in the manner 0 o bret d they are full 
of di order, being things born out of due rime, their 
conception is without countenance, from the rule of 
. order, Indeed, there i is no ſtat te, to be found that 
will juſtify. the firſt coitus of thy! parents, neither will 
any allow their ſocial life; that 15 birth” muſt bear 
the attender, of being doch begotten and born, out of 
lawful wedlock, and 00 in eat F honor fall under 
the cenſure of the Levitical law, and muſt bo kept 
back from promotion; for, Deut. 32. A baſtard 
mall not enter into the congregation.” 

That to paſs all other remarks, if we are winder 
| miſtake i in the aſſertions; I then» demand and enquire, 
| where is that N authority, Which publiſhed l- gal 

banes, wich the conſent of all the intereſfed perſciis, 
and the regular conſummation of the match 34 If any 
rule can be found to ſhelter and honor the conception 
and birth, let it be produced ; and it eſcaping other 
felonies with life, this ſcandal. ſhall be taken off ;; but 
other wiſe it muſt remain as 2 bar | to the tenth eue 
ration. 
he 2d. Property is vſuepation. / The propoſals ap- 
parent. uſurp the church prerogatives. It' Das been 
aſſerted, and it is true, theſe churches have been et- 
| ded up3n the platform of their own governinen | for 8 


— 
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upwards of fixty years; they have often reviſed dad 
re · inforc'd the eſtabliſhment, both as the principles of 
their confociation and union in general, and the form 
of government, for every church in particylar. Then 
for theſe propoſals without licence to afſume a legiſla- 
tion, and form of à government, ſo repugnant to their 
, own, can be no leſs than uſurpinz a dominion over 
them, contrary to the rule, i Pet. 5. 3. neither as being 
lords over God's heritage. Leſſer acts againſt empire, 
hath coſt many a bold man his head; What! for a 
particular knot or juncto of gentlemen to nake ſo bold 
with a ſettled government, as to pick out all the enob- 
ling royalties, libertigg and enfranchizements in it, and 
: facrifice them to heFwhn ambition! It is enough to 


4 . > * = S 


put mankind into an uproa r. 
It is freſh in memory, that when ſome of our Engliſli 
princes (and one would think, if any men may, they 
may be allowed to aſpire, yet when they) have preſum- 
ed on leſs things than theſe propoſals reach after, ir. 
gratifying their aim at an abſolute monarchy, when as 
they have not — to lay out with ſuch freedom, i new 
Form of government, with a wide mouth, gaping to devour 
the Engliſh liberties, (as theſe propoſals do the churches, ) 
but only with much ſecrecy, covin and policy, they 
have by ſome more clandeſtine, meaſures been intrud- 
ing ſ upon the antient liberties of the Engliſh nation. 
Every one «knows what direfyl convulſions this has 
bred in the bowels of the kingdom. And may it not 
ſerve to enliven this plea? T0 invite all ſuch who are 
with Plato, owners ofa great genius at inventing new, or 
modelling old gevernment, to try their {kl in altering 
the Enghil monarchy, and ſce how it will be probated. 
That is, ſuppoſe. you ſhould venture to interdiet the 
royal afient, or convert the preſent monarch” into a 
chike of Venice, or diſſolve the lords in, parliament or 
(rather in harmony with this ſcheme) turi the bur- 
geſſes and knights of the ſhires (as a ſort of men not 
tit for politics in parliament) out of doogs ?, And,whe- 
10. ther our ſovereign, the pecrage, or ſubjeQs of Engliſh 
170 liberties would take it well? And whether chriſtian 
| men may make bolder with the eſtabliſhed government 
Or Curiſt's churchies, than with that which belongs to 


. 
% 
. 
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civil affairs? In honor to the New-Enoland FAR : 
and with vencration for the-Engliſh . monarchy, I dare 


aſſert, that there is in the conſtitution of our church 
government more of the Engliſh civil government in it, 
and it has a better complexion to ſuit the ti u⁰ Engli 
ſpirit, than is in the Engliſh church, or any other, | 
as to the legiſſative and executive part of governmem. 


Indeed, coſſideriag ho things are at home in church 
and ſtate, I have been ſometimes ready to query, why 
the nation ſhould be ſo enamoured with their civil, and 


yet ſo careleſs and regardleſs of their goſpel liberties, fo” 
as to truſt their conſciences, with their clergy, more 


immediately, and yet wont venture their eſtates with 
their learned Judges; without the privilege and, media- 


tion of juries; as tho? they were more careful and wiſc 
in ſecuring their eſtates than their fouls, and valued ' 


one far more than the other... But I hall go on with 


hs compariſon. * 
As to the legiſlation i; our n convo- 


cn admits, and che government does profeſs the 
fraternity as neceſſary to the being of all ſynodical a- 


ſjemblies, that as far as legiſlation ſpiritual, is left ob 


men, and as they have a great treaſure, viz. heir fal- 


vation embarked, ſo they have a great intereſt in the 
management of it 44 and herein they agres with the Eu- 
glith caution and wiſdom, in the modes of civil govern- 
ment of the empire ; for the commons are one great 


eſtate in the civil legillaion; and chey MV a. ent 
power ia the management of that great truſt. 
2. As to adminiſtration, or the executive . cf 89 1 


vernment, our Ac - Fugiand government grants a juri- 
dical power to the fraternity; and makes them proner 
3 udges in all eccleſiaſtical cafes and adminiſtrations, n 
perſons cognizable, or that muſt paſs a tryal juridicc ; 
which is agreable with the conſtitution, nature Apd 
practice of the civil government of the empire z. 


in life, limb or eſtate, muſt be paſt upon, but by t 
judgment of his PEERS; pea, in all pleas. of 
crown, ſuch confidence has the government put iv the 
loyalty and diſcretion of the commons, that our Evg- 


under the: proſecutions. of law, no Engliſh 5 


ih juries are ſtated arbitrators, and umpires bety c 


* 


1 


dur prince l ſubjects. Yea fuch a dependance 
Rude whole nation in keeping theſe liberties in their 

own hands, that they reckon the commons in parlia- 
ment and juries in the common wealth, to be the great 
pillars of Engliſh honor and liberties, aid. they _ 
them as ramparts built by the wiſdom. of our anceſtors 
to defend us from tyranny and Mavery, 

That conſidering the affinity in theſe 1two conſtity- 
tions, one would be ready to query, Whether: tl. e hęro- 
ick true Engliſh: ſpirit is not parent to both? He 
whether they. are not equal debtors to che g 
pel, for their original? The improvement of his 
compariſon is briefly this; ſuppoſe ſome of the — 
miniſters of ſtate ſhould venture to ſow 
all thoſe civil enfranchizements which are Eng ich we — 
birth-right, and ſet-up an arbitrary power, 2 a pre- 
tence of doing juſtice. and judgment in the; kingdom, 
by more concice and expedite meaſures, whether they 
-might not be ſeized ? And whether the ſtatutes would 
-not-be chains ſtrong enough to hold them, as traytors, 
to a well formed government, and then laid faſt by 
a mittimus for great uſurpers? And whether. —4 
plex will not hold in juſt proportions,. on the, orher 
ide of the compariſon ? - - | | 

zd. Property Riotous. The nature of a riot may | 
(in part) be thus deferibed, it is an unlawful aſſembly | 
of. more than three met in one place, to do an unlawiul 
act, as violently breaking down bf walls, and pulling up | 
of hedges, and wrongfully entering into other mens | 
rights and poſſeſſtons, and that in only and terror of | 
the people. In managing this plea, I ſhall only de- 
fire that the illegality of che ef ar i which formed 
theſe propoſals, with the objects and things they intend, 
and the ancient boundaries which they plainly: invade, | 
together wich the fearful apprehenſions that many 
3 and ſober people in the vicinage have concerning 
the enterprize, A gay critically: examined; and. I doubt 
not but when we obtain the ſuffrage of this honorable A 
court, it will determine, chodmphnied criminals-are;of 
a tfiotous nature, and fo the indictment will ſtand | 
"_— valid againſt them. 


Ah. Property, Sncriligios, ac. gib. Property, Rebellios. 


hung up in all our houſes of Gods 


Il 1 


11 grieves me to utter the epſchites agreable with tb 


nature of theſe propoſals; yet they muſt blame their 
own natere, but not my juſtice; if I give them but their 
due; for I find them in the breachi of a ral ſtature 3” 
yer, I think of a penal law. This is plain, they take 
away the liberties, privileges, diſcipline and govern- 
ment of theſe churches, all which are eſtabliſhed to 
them by the law; and that not only by their on 
canons, but by the laws: of this province, as by a royal 
5 — — COINS act _ —— and 
upport of the mimiſters, page 3. 1n- theſe words, 
c« Te reſpective — — — 
this province, hall at all times heveafrer uſe, exerciſe 
aud enjoy all their privileges and freedoms, reſpecting 
divine worſhip, eturch-order and diſciphine; and ſhalt 
be encouraged in the 
This ac (as one gu on the great charter ot Engliſh 
liberties) deſerves to be writer in letters-of gold, and 
public worthip, to 
ſignalize the zeat (in the preſenee of God, angels and 
men) of the authority of the throne and empire, for the 
eſtabliſhing of theſe churches, and Chriſt's intereſt in 
them: Now, confidering that the power, 'policy, and 
grace of the Engtiſh-erown, ſhould, thus lock up the 
churches treaſure for them; and ſet fuch a centinal, 
with the flaming ſword of juſtice in its hand, to dreud 
and awe intruders, it muſt needs be a very bold action; 
(if it been't plump rebellion} to attempt or defign fuck 
a ſequeſteration or imbezelment as the propoſals DO. 
th! Phoperty, Unfunhfolneſe, e. 

Itch. Property, Ttigraiteeso 0” 
For the ſtewards of 'greav families, when advanced 
to honor, aud a profitable truſt, by the free vlection and 
grace of noble · men, when their lords are laid down to 
reſt, and ſleep too ſecurely, or are gone ont of town, 
with this preſumption, that cheir eſtate is ſecure, it be- 
ing put under the care of loyal truſtees, and thankful 
ſervants z now for ſuch truſtees and ſtewards, upon ſuch 
opportunities to pocket up, or load away the riches of 
the famity, and ſet up for themſelves, and leave the pro» 
prictors beggars, whom they found in wealth, and plen · 


penceable and regular proſeſſion A 
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tyr is both infidelity, and ingratitude. Now let che 
churches be pluck't and deplum'd, as the propeſalt in- 


tend, and they are after the poſſeſſing a fair eſtate, be · 


come bankrupts : And let thoſe ſtewards that are guil - 
ty, anſwer for the robbery; for my part, I will have no 
ſhare in i W e oh 5 
G 5. 8th. Property Impolicy. A nr 

And I amaze there is great ſtore of this in theſe 


9 1 
4 


propoſals.; I ſhall inſtance but in two particular s. 
. In timing the challenge that is here made, to brave 


a rich and powerful enemy at ſo great a+ diſtance, and 
invite him by ſound of tru mpet to a pitch/d/battle,when , 
ſurprize and ambuſhments-might be laid, and do the 
work with the expenee but of a tenth part of the blood 


which this may coſt. This is not agreable with the art 
of war; AHelitaphel would have put a deriſion upon 


ſach meaſures. Jacob's ſons when taking a bloody de- 
ſign in hand, firſt contrived to ſtupify- and blunt the 

courage of their enemies, and then came upon them by 
ſurprize, ere they could arm in their own defence, 
(thoꝰ it does not juſtify their cruelty, yet it magnifies. 
their ſubtilty) for thereby they brought their deſign. a+, 
bout; -whenas if they had gone a more blunt and dar- 


ing way to work, Simon and Levi had not been half a, 


breakfaſt for the Hivites. Gen. 34. 25- 


So here, had the churches been convened, and no . 


noiſe made of of this deſign, they poſſibly (tho' thei 
trea ſures are fortified by right, and ſo in ſafety, ans 
their troops more, ten to one, than their enemies) yet by 
a nach neats or ſurprize , they might have chanced to 
have been coakered or conquered out of all; by being flat- 
tered. over-awed, or-over-argued, into ai turrender or 
ſubmiſſion; but we may now rationally hope the Alarm 
will rovze the whole camp, and each, ſquadron will re- 
bound it to the next with: a binc Proxima: Vrit Ucala- 


* 


gon ; and fo the plot may upon a defeat, blame its own - 


bad conduct, more than its fortune. oth aftateiye 
2. The defien itſelf ¶ Qu ad fluam Executionts) let it 
come to birth, as is deſigned or deſired, and the very 


heavens would either frown upon, or laugh at it for. ita 
folly: If we examine the climate of the country, che 


degrees of latitude, and the ſevere ſtars that chicily go- 


10 * 


— 


SE 
2 


, 


T 
PSs 5 


4 Hſe as . pro FR 7 


no oy by Owns. LY had wed 


thinks the un 


. 
verd, eie 


the camelion does in warm, there muſt be a very great 
hoard to ſupport them; and nature dogs honeſtly eon: 
feſs, ſhe cannot anſwer the bills of far: which belong 
to their table, and do her duty to the royal exchaduer * 
and this muſt be maintained; or all breaks to pieces. 


"Again; let it be conſidered, whether it bn goat | 
intellectual weakneſa, or want of folicy; for one gene- 


ration to contrive neculeſs loads, for the next,cſpecially! 


when they may get as well to heaven; without carrying” 


ſuck packs — road ? It has been univerſally the, 
humour of mankind, according to the laws of nations 


and nature, when rouſed by the regular dictates of 
ſelf· love, to endeavor. that every following generation 


mighe be more light ſome, free, noble and happy than 
that which did immediately precec . 

They ſay che Chinecs 
leave it heapt, or in pits, mellowing for the next age. 


Every prudent man builds his houſe for duration 
The privgexnlarge and betters his dominions. The 


peaſant ſweats to alvance his alas, and, ihen esch 
leaves all in greater triumph to their heir. 
The Kenti/h Teomantry are had in honor to this — 
for tot ſtooping to the conquerorꝭ till they had en- 
ditioned, and thereby ſecured their: fair eſtates of lands 


| policy incthedeſign la 


frame of nature crirs it; down for a 
Non dompds mentis; for there ane noi ſuch great creatures 
28 are here conceived, ean fare in hard cold cquritries as 


clay and uſe it not, but 


in fee and free- holds for ever Lee 5 | 


accor to their country n, 


A 


The ſon e : 237} 5% 1 


Suck is — merciful fore · ſight of Sa. 4 1 his: | 
charitable care and fore - caſt for ſuch as ſhall foo, 


tho" they may never be ſeen 3 their wiſe 


progenitors. ek, Hui vn n als buR ln 


But here is ani very hereregenious - 
to ſuch judicious ave +, of human probidence 3 a de- 


ſign plainly. if nat, perfectly: co.coflave;: yet to bring 
poſterity; ta av aicediels: wail dage: in 
eee 3 W ſtgzifts, . 


pom gen ar T1563 Eid blos 21. 


” 


; N father to che bough, # ba I x 4. 


andahraldom $tic 


-- 


That that monarch who has the command of thie ſeas, 
cam at his pleaſure command any maritime e Duntry. 
And ſo, thoſe men who have the command and em- 
pire of the conſtience of mankind, can command 
their eſtates, and indeed whatſocver elſe is grateful 
to them. 0 LS a | ES 


Then, herd 


Abouts are we in our politicks, when 


we have delivered up the royalties that are challenged ? 


and in what a weak capacity ſhall'we leave poſterity in 2 
Nay, theſe virtuoſo's themſelves ſeem to de havdened 


with the oſtrich againſt their own natural iſſue, un- 


leſs the thing would chance to ſpring up as quick as 
Zonas's goard, and hang as full of pearls and diamonds 
as the ſeas, and rocks of India, and they themſelves Aal 


| have thr firſt ſhake, and fill all their coffers; with this 


harveſt; or at leaſt, that they are aſſured that they tan 
and ſhall entail: their offices às fecurely as theirdands, 
upon their own children; as was the order of prięſt. 


hood, and the faſhion of the bouſe of Ledi. But alas b 


Theſe modes are all worn out and made null; and ſuch 
mens ſons, as we are now treating of, fall in with the 
multitude, and muſt carry their equabſhare of the com- 
mon load”; that ſhould the project prevail, under 
their management, (might they but loo up out of 


their graves in about half an age) they may complain 


in 4 the manner of Virgil wick his, Sic vu hon 
vobir hos g verſiculas ſrci, Tubit alter Honorem. "Theſe 
verſes I made, but another man carries away the honor. 
So theſe gemlemen might e' en ſay; we have contrived 
to greaten the clergy; and with bees have filled a rich 
hive ; and built a fair neſt well fexthered, but our poſ- 
terity we ſee, is never the warmer, nor will hey lick 
their fingers of it; ànd not only ſo but are the men 
that muſt make up the tenth fhieaff and deliver the 
tenth eock, calf and lamb unto others out of poor 
demeſnes. And alſo it may juſtly beget a mouruful 
rememberance in poſterity. of their parents, and make 
them often look wich à fad countenande upon 
their fathers graves, not becauſe they are dead bin bes! 
cauſe they had hor ended their days ſooner, Wix, Be- 
fare this ſcheme (ſo oppreſſi vr and eruel-totheirdmall 

freeholds) had taken effect under their management. 


* 
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8. we come now ascending to engagement, to tales: 
a ſurvey of the propplals in thete diſtinet Taten. 
Müm ann: ; 8 HT. . e 153 
HAT the mipiſters of the eduntry form chem- 
ſelves into aſſociations, that may cat at . — ö 
times to conſider ſuch things as may 4 Popes ore 
them. 
Anfwer. There.i is no. doubt or . to be W 
but that the miniſters and paſtors of Chriſt's churches 
may meet in greater or leſſer numbers; far. they att 
maſters of themſelves, and no mote. accountable how: 


they ſpend their time, than other men are ; but 0 


meet at certain times and places, as political incorpo-: 
rate bodies, or in the form of claſſes, for the exerciſe; 
and management of government, this muſt be de- 
termined by -ſome precept iſſued, from a. legiſlative. 
power 3 and without this; ſuch who give the advice, 
and exhibit the call, are very diſpotick and arbitrary 
and thoſe who attend it, are ſervile in their ſubmiſſion; 
for that there is no man in his right wits will take this 
honor unto himſelf, © but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron, Heb. 5.4.” The offer or invitation, bids - 
defiance to our conſtitution 3 for gur platform denies: - 
the claſſical fate: of the church under Chriſt, Chap. 
2. Sect. 5. Therefore this is a daring article, in che 
crimiuals caſe 3 and as it ſtrikes at the vitals of our 
government, it muſt in the TRIAL. bear weight ac - 
cordingly. | 

Seck. And that each of theſe e Baan 
moderator for a certain time, who ſhall. continue till 
another be choſen; who may call N . el _ 


* Anſwers. 33 Oi-bs ad , 
iſt, What limits ſhall be aſſigned for the Prekiocls ; 

of every diſtin& aſſociation ? Or may we conclude: 
the beſt model is to follow the civil diſtinctions made 
by the counties? And if ſo, then the paſtors of each 
claſſes are ſcattered through. x territoty of twenty rt 
thirty miles ſquare; more or leſs; and then it miſt 
needs follow, that the moderator, to diſcharge His du - 
ty, provide meſſengers toi cite all theſe diſtin gentle- 
men upon any emergency but the great difficulty i, 


emergencies. 
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what kind of meſſenger it muſt be, whether king 


Solomoti's'tell-tale bird may be truſted” with matters of 
ſuch importance ? or, whether the moderator muſt 
re-imburſe- him ? Or, muſt he go on his on coſt, 


to equity in that law ? rCor. 9. 7. Who goeth 


contr 

to warfare on his own charge ?” It is apparently an 
error, that care hath not been taken to find horſe and: 
man, and baiting: places for both on this journey, other- 
wife for a legiſlative power to preſcribe chargeable 
offices, and leave them deſtitute of a temporal ſupport, 
they muſt of neceſſity die to ſave charges, or turn 


mendicants, or hope in their travel to meet with 


the prophets juniper-tree; all which are as diſagreeing 
with good reaſon as the propoſal it ſelf. ; 

2. The moderator has an unlimited power during 
the prorogation of the 'afſembly, (1.) He muſt judge 
of emergencies, that he may ſummon the members; 
and being left veſted with ſuch a prerogative, if after 
he has made his citation, he recants, he can then 
countermand Lis own order, though the gentlemen 
ſhould be all mounted, aud ready o move. (2.) If 


there chance to be an emergency ef common concern 


ment, if he finds his own favorites involve? in the 
guilt and danger; he then gives no notice, bur ſtifles 
the buſineſs, and ſo cheats che company. (3.) And 
upon any difguſt, it is now at his mercy to null the 
whole frame; for he muſt be in place till another be 
choſen; and how will they get together, it he will 
not give the word? Unleis they are creators of them+ 
ſelves the ſecond time, as they were the firſt.” That 


to ãnſtitute ſuch charitable deſigus without à fund, and | 


tie ſuch truſt and dominion on the ſhouiders'of men- 
after ſuch a lax and careleſs manner, and leave them 
at ſuch looſe ends, as eaſily to make fools of men; 
for my own part, I flight ſuch methods in govern- 


ment. | 

12. N Dae, 20. 4 dees ee 
T'H A queſtions and caſes of importance, either 
4 provided by themfelves, or by others preſented: 
unto them, ſhould be upon Uue- deliberation anfwered.” 


„ee, ee 
I ſuppoſe there is no intent to erect a young or 


1 
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Mock royal G or that all 1 
experimental hill ſofhy: be adagicehd: x i it ſhould be 
fo, I think this ſome-whar touches upon the picrogas 


Sor] 


AP 


t, tive of the crown, and may be called in queſtion, un- 
th - mu er the head of high miſdemeanors, if not Pro Crimini 
m ſex Majeflatis ; but how ſocver, tho there be no diſ- 
id; tinction made, yet we will take it in à more charitable 
r- ſenſe, and that the propoſal = intent).is-wholly confi _ 
le ned to church matters; and if ſo, we muſt then enquire, 
t, how many deep queſtions can be found in our coun» 
n by 1 51 with the Cibronitet bread, for want 
th: of wi Or can we find any ſuch heaps of 
1: gordian ins as Opprobria Theologorum ? The reproach 

7 of divines laid up againſt this conſiſtory-mext, to untie 
1g them, that we muſt needs moleſt our old ſett tor 
ge their ſolution ? For my on part, I cannot comprehend 
* che propoſal, unleſs it be a plot to introduce the enemy, * 
er- that is in the reer, that is, by making ſhew of great M- 
nn: luminations, we may be dazeled with their luſtte, and 
n thereby the more caſily taken in the ſnare here laid. 
IF Put however, to conclude, as the 1575 . . af 7 25 
"TC more phyſical or artificial, Becle: 1. 
he queſtions and caſcs, there are none new under t | 
es They have been all well ſpoken to; every learned cad. 
d is full of them, &c. And Ames and Turrettinus, &. 
16 For a few ſhillings will do no more in a month, for an 
TL inquiſitive mind, thau this propoſal can do.in' the tedi- 
118 ous apprenticeſhip of many years, then certainly, com- 
1% puting by rules of proportion, we can no ways expect 
78 that the clear gains ſhould countervail the great damage 
d: we ſhall ſuſtain by ſwapping nas 9 85 cheſe 
2 term. 4370 
m 20 8 ECT. m. 
4 Ti advice be taken by the aſſocitted: pI Ra | 
15 from time to time, ere they proceed to any ati», 
95 on in their particular 1 which he be OF 10 
14 r any unbroilments. | " 201 28 
$ \ pops agg ; 
d: This is very diſhonourable, and alſo: A very . 
1. able incroachment upon the officers and goveragiem ot. 


the churches. 


* It dixeſts the officers of the free exerciſe of chat CY 7 
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ge · authority, which Gods word and our platform pla 


ces in them ; read Platy. Chap. ib. Sect. 8, 9. Theſe 


are to feed and rule the churches, they are to receive 
the accuſations, and prepare them for the churches 
hearing. This ſection of the platform fixes both pro- 
ceſs and judicature in particular paſtors and churches, 
without any limitation ? But the propofal allows no 
proceſs to be opened, till letters of licence be obtained, 
from the claſſes. But why may not all other perſons 
in office be thus fettered, as well as the paſtors 
of churches ? Are theſe the only ſtudents of wiſdum 


and righteouſneſs, that are ſtrangers to the nature of 


actions, to the rule, and the application of it? All o- 
ther officers, in truſt and commiſſion, who are wiſe and 
loyal, execute the hardeſt articles in their employ ʒ and 


. who may ſay to them, Why do you ſo? Our judges ne- 


ver ſtick to hang a man, ſo long as their commiffions 
and the law will bear them out, and they themſelves are 
left, to be interpreters of both. And that this propoſal 
is a ſanctuary tor officers againſt a ſtorm ; alas ! the 
moſt that we can make of it, is a covering of flgeleaves, 
and may ferve for a harbour to cowards and fools; but 
not for men of ſpirit and conduct. The dream of an 
embroilment, can never :counter-poize duty; if men 
are truſted with duty, they muſt conſult that, and not 
events. If men are placed at helm; to ſteer in all wea- 
ther that blows, they muſt not be afraid of the waves, or 


a wet coat. 


It is certain, it was no dimunition for Timothy to car- 


ry St. Paul's cloak and parchments from Treas, 2 Tim. 
4. 13. Yet for particular poſtors in the management 
of church- government to do little more than to carry 
the copies and parchments of aſſotiations about the 
country, and hang up their decrees on the pillars of 
churches, according to the order of the propoſal can 
never entitle them to ſuch a tribute of love and honor 
as the ſcripture does aflign them, as the purchaſe of 
their great merits, 1 Tim. 3. 5. 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. Such 
bequeſtments, as theſe from the fountain of honor, 
muſt ſignifie more than ſome ſuch poor low ſervile bu- 
ſineſs (no ways too high for Fereboam's prieſt to exe - 
cute) as is. laid out in the propoſal, but eſpecially if they 
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the concluſion. 


men, and bringing clergy- men inzo, another form g 


8 Tn 
L 97-7) 
have bun ſome one head man to a den 


Sect. That the aociared paſtors do carefully... an 
and lovingly treat each other with that watchfulneſ 
wich may be of univerſal advantaggſGedGe. 
Anſwer iſt. Whether watchfulneſs is proper, x5 
term applicable to perſons ſo qualified, ſo facred,, 
in ſo high a function as thoſe who are here intended? 

2dly. 12 to [inſtitute watchmep, over watc 
men,be not the vy to diſtribute the clergy into infe · 

rior and ſuperior degrees, and ſo ad infinitum, &c. 
at it leaſt till the — of this country (for you — 
know this — one propoſal made for their ſupport) be 
ſupparted and well ordered by ſuffragons, metropoli- 
tans, and other great pillars of thoſe churches, where * 
clergy-men in higher orbes, inſpect thoſe in the fame 
order, 2 are beneath them ingepſ{ and dignity. 

3dly. But if yon intend honeſtly, only the watch of 
one brother over another, as is the d of all f 
tian people, one towards — inly) ea þ cannot 2 0 - 
ſtand the ſenſe of the word, as applicable here, 
che leaſt-good meaning or ſyntax ĩimaginablee. 

ift. For thoꝰ there is a deſign of ne modelling. o 


ſociety:z yet there is no intent divulge d, that they 
. bed and board together upon certain char 
ters, as the fryars or benedictines, in their ro 
monaſtries. Indeed, the ſection might have been in⸗ 
groſt with the firſt canons of the Daminicans, or St. 


Bennet laws, when firſt entring upon their monaſtic 


life; but it no ways agrees wi this conſtitution. * 
2diyl For, as for the oceaſional meeting of men, 
eminently ſober and virtuous, what buſineſs can be ſu 
poſed for a watch, for about the ſpace of en food? 
or forty aigin Te hours in ſuch examples ; Ver had men 
will hold out longer than ſo, in a good behavior, under 
2 awe of but e. venerable poriong or a gt 
aA. in wow Pi | © 
diy. And. Size theſe.eminiins; n members 
of ther aſſociation, are Ace No. their on pro 
precinct, therpropofal: ſurel does not intend they 
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keep ſpies 10 Each others courts, to inform chemſcl ven 
— things are managed there; for its plain, the 
arge and expence in managing ſuch a watch as this, 
will reduce all elergy· men to this dilemma, - That they 
muſt either vote up the ſalary, or vote down the 
method. But then the thing it ſelf is not fair; for it 
would ſeem as tho? they watched more for the halting 
than the help of each other. But as for the propotaly 
a riddle I fond it, and a riddle I leave it. 
Sec. And that if any miniſter be accuſed: 40 the 
aſſociation where he belongs, of ſcandal or hereſy, 
the matter ſhall be there examined; and if the aſſociated 
- miniſters find juſt occaſion for it, they ſhall direct a 
calling of tie council, by which ſuch FI orc is 5 
be proceeded againſt. | 
* Anſwer. I muſt boldly and freely ables, ene 
this is an honeſt atifwer to the queſtion. 
in che head ot the propoſals ? Or whether in Tealcy 
this is the ſu ting; preſerving and well ordering 
_ intereſt 6 the: churches there — If you mean 
u ſpeak, I am ſure there is either ſome diſſuo 
— . miſunderſtanding betwcen the queſtion 
the anſwer ; for it can't poſſibly be otherwiſe, unleſs 
the parts of ſpeech are late'y become a chaos, and all 
words are not only of the doubtful gender, but ſuch 
unreaſonable epiceens, that not only both kinds, but 
both contraries are ſignified in them; or thus, that to 
build, plant, repair, pluck up, pull down and demoliſh;: 
are all now become convertible terms; for take 
away theſe high prerogatives from the churches, and 
you take away their being. Theſe and ſach like 
royalties, are their Formalis ratio, or the formal cauſe 
{per Buam Res oft id quod eff by which they are, What 
they are; and this will be very evident, if we do but 
read a ſhort lecture on the churches effence anatomiZd,, 
or let their eſſential and conſtituent and powers 
be viewed in the 8 and phyloſophy of their om 
beings, and we ſhall quickly diſcern your miſtake ; 
for that end read la chap) g ect. 2. Ordinary 
church power, viz. jr privileg © "Fn to the brother · 
hood, and may be acted or e immediately by 
theinſelves.” And more dlrectiy do che cafe i 
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- Jook into thip: 15. TeEk..6. Where there weircad, If 


17 | an elder. offend 1ncorrigibly, the matter {0 requirings a 
Wh as the church had power to call him to office, ſo they 
% have power, according to order (the council of other 


churches, where it may be had, directing thereto) to 
remove him from his office; and being now but a © 
member, in "caſe he add contumacy to his ſin, the 
church thit had power to receive him into their fellow 
ſhip; bach alſo the fame power to caſt him out, that 
thꝭy have concerning any other members... 
Now herein we find an eſſential article in the go- 
vernment and being of theſe churches, that they have 
and hold ſuch juriſdiction over their own.members 3 
that the higheſt tribunal eccleſiaſtical on earth, is theres 
and that: their own delinquent private members, and 
publiek officers-are-rryable only there, and there they 
muſt receive the. definitive ſentence, and abide the 
execution of it. NIE alien 72 


at the beſt, to take them out of our hands, and make 
their mittimus to foreign paſtors to do juſtice upon 
them, and yet in the mean time, to profeſs, they are 
doing us no other injuries but only repairing and mend- 
ing our churches ? Again, whether this is fair, and 
work-man-like amongſthoneft men? 
But to make a ſtop here, Imaſt remind you, that this 
head is not to be paſſed over ſlightly; for this is the one 
thing in the eſſence of our churches, it is their peculiar 
infranchizement and birth-right, and we may not ſell ic 
with 'Z/au, at a cheap market; it we do, we undo.our- 
| ſelves; for indeed you muſt know; here lies the martiag” 
or making of our churches; here is laid up their 
ſtrength, and here hangs the pick: lock of their treaſure; 
for by this key ſtolen; or wrinched out of their hands, 
the churches of Chriſt in the world, have been expoſed 
and plundered, for more tian à chouſand years, ard 


8 
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1 50 J 
many of them have nothing at this day left them, com- 
paratively, but a poor, ſtarved, ſhabbid implicit faith, 
and a dull, faturnal blunt and blind obedience, that a 
man would fcarcely give a groat for both of them. In 
a word, the uſurpations of the paſtors, ſince the great 
revolt, having unſhackled one another, and broke 
looſe from the reſtrictions they are juſtly ſubjected to, 
under the churches power of privilege, has — 

undone the chriſtian world, from this root of bitterneſs 
and pride, from this ſeed ſprung up, the man of ſin, 
as we have it · in an anomulous author, viz. the Elethe- 
rians, page 4. In words to this purpoſe, © Then 2 
little prieſt had an opportunity to . eſtabliſh Himſelf, 
then there appeared in the temple of God that anti- 
chriſt, who calls himſelf the vicar of Chriſt.” And 
then the ſame author going on to diſcover the original 
of this monſtrous birth; he ſays thus, © Anti-chriſt was 

1 conceived in, by, and from certain affectations of ec- 

* cleſiaſtical preheminencies.” As tha” he ſhould ſay, the 

* firſt ſpawa or embryo of that inſolent Hector, or aſ- 
piring Nimrod, (who firft robbed the laity of their 
chriſtian liberties, and then hunted down the potentates 
of the world, and brought them as a rich ſpoil, into 
his habitation of violence) took its commencement 
from this principle, viz. from the clergies aſſuming to, | 
themſelves this eccleſiaſtical preheminence, viz. firſt | 
their obtaining an exemption from the cognizance of | 

the churches, for the crimes, and then in poſſeſſing 
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themſelves of the fole and abſolute juriſdiction (by a | 
diſpotick govenment) over the churches themſelves. 0 
But however things have been hitherto, I ſhall ns c 


longer uphold the debate, by reviſing the abuſes that 
have been done to the chriſtian churches by an am- 
þitious clergy, - in the ages paſt, which might more 
amply be diſcovered, by tracing the foot-ſteps of the 
great apoſtacy : But I ſhall end the whole diſpute on 
this head, by drawing up a proteſt, and denying the 
juriſdiction of the court, erected and opened by the 
propoſals, as being perfectly diſagreeing and repugnant 
10 our former ſettlements, and preſent conſtitution. 
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<4 8 EC T. IV: 5 ad 
AT the candidates of the miniſtry undergo 2 

due trial by ſome or other of the aflociation, 
concerning ftheir qualification for the evangelical mi- 
niſtry ; and that no particular paſtor or congregation, 
imploy any one in occaſional preaching, who has not 
been recommended by a teſtimonial, under the hands 
of ſome aſſociation. | Vo ERS 

Anſw. To monopolize (in the great articles of trade) 
ſome very rich ſpecies, and- of ſuch uſe for the good 
of kingdoms, that they muſt needs periſh without it, 
or be greatly injured by exceſſive ſales, is accounted - 
by good common- wealths-men intolerable ; for ſuch 
men or companies, ſo inveſted, can, with Jeſeph in 
Pharoah's court, buy and fell a country at their own. 
prizes; even ſo, when theſe churches have deilvered 
up the right in their candidates to the claſſes, they 
may then goa begging to their doors for their mini- 
ſters, and be contented to take what they are pleaſed 
to put off, and at their own lay. | 

H. But you may object, ExomniLigno, non fit Mer- 
curius. Therefore the judicious muſt determine and 
ſet their mark upon what is merchantable, and throw 
by what is refuſe ware, or elſe there may te great 
damage done for want of caution. And thus we 
come to the plain point in hand, which is to be de- 
bated by difoutiog this queſtion, viz. | 

Queſt. Whether a trial by aſſociation is preferrable to 
the old cuſtom of the churches, in promoting their 
candidates for the miniſtry to public truſt ? 

Anſw, In the reply, I ſhall, firſt, confider our can- 
didates under trial; as to their qualification; and 
(fecondly) implead the propoſal on a juſt prejudice 
from the corruption of the clergy.. | 

1{t. We may conſider our candidates under trial, as 
to their qualifications, (t.) As to their human learn- 
ing; and here we abſolutely object againſt the trial of 
aſſociations, as bootleſs, uſeleis and perilous, both to 
them and t@ us. 

1. As to the aſſociation, it is no diminution, or 
treſpeſs upon the laws of honor or truth to affirm, 
That the ſettled miniſtry in general (with ſome rea. 
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| | 

it ſonable exception) is leſs expert in grammar and points 
1 of philoſophy,” then our learned children are at the 
| degree of junior batchellors, and that from N 
proved from all experience, Nam uſus Promotos factt ; 
and alſo for the ſake of more divine ſtudies, which 
croud out thoſe firſt ideas a great pace, according 
to that obſervation, on 'a learned memory, Imago 
Imaginem E xpellit, Aliiſq; Aliæ Succedunt, for as one, 
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1 wave thruſts out another, ſo one idea another. There- 
1 fore it is pity to expoſe ſuch venerable perſons to the 


hazard in this ſervice, leaſt when they become poſers 
1 of others, they ſhould he poſed themſelves, I do re- 
Wh. member an odd.ſtory when I was at college; it was re - 
| tained as a reproach ona very divine & worthy perſon 
do he was bred in England a good ſchollar, and allo 
1 had been a ſchool-maſter, and had taught the grammar 
1 in his young times, but yet having haid by in a great 
meaſure, the uſe of ſuch things, for the ſake of more 
valuable and heavenly ſpeculations, being at the ſolſtice, 
and one of the corporation, ventured in the hall, to 
propoſe this queſtion, to one of the commencers. 

BEE: Quot ſunt Cola ! 

To which the lad with ſauſineſs enough, yet with a 
grammatical niceneſs, only ano red, 

Sed Audi 

Maſcula Duntaxat Cælos vacitabis et Argos: 

That priſians head wil: n ihαihood be kept bleeding 
from one generation to auothet, by reaſon of ſome un- 
lucky ſtrokes, if this forin bu citzblithed, and that to the 

reat detriment of thoſe win [{trice the blows. 

2dly. To US. Accagemicai icarning we profeſs to be 
a very eſſential accompiiſhment in the goſpel miniſtry; 
It is introduced by the ordinary üg of God upon 
human endeavours, to ſupply the place ot the cloven. 
tongues, and thoſe other miraculous gifts and indow- 
ments of mind, impreſt upon Chriit's ambaſſadors, 
whereby fiſher- men commence (per Sallum) doctors of 
divinity; and in an inſtant were ſtock'd with ſuch prin- 
ciples of religion, reaſon, and philoſophy, that they 
were capable to diſpute with Athens it ſelf, and baffle 
the greateſt wits ſhe could produte, in defence, and for 
the advancement of Chriſt's kingdom, 4s 17. 18, 


— 


— - 
— 
— 
_—p— , 

TX 

$14.2. 


—_— - 
IT 
— 

— 


——— 
— 
— 


— = — — — 
=" —— Do - — PIR... — 
> FD Fo Wn — 
— * — — q — — > — 
* Cs * 
WA oF — r += 8 - -: 
- « = 2 


. 


Thus it is very reaſonable that the churches ſhould be 
vell aſſured of the ebe. 45 the ns ER 
perſons, ere they preſume on the minaſtry ; Jet there 
is a fairer, way in view, fuller of honor and ſafety, thag 
what the propoſal. directs tio 

. Our —— is the ſtore-honſe of learning, and 
this all TIED will afſent to. When you bave loſt the 
company of the muſes, there they are. found in their 
frecholds, where they hold the ballance of honor amongſt 
the learned. This is the OE . the goddeſs 
Minerva or Apollo, yet the Bethel or temple of God him- 
{elf ; the God of wiſdom, where he, as chief architect, 
with his under workmen, form wiſe end learned men, 
& where you may have them wrought off at firſt- hand: 


* o ” 


Then certainly here we axe to ſecure our credulity arial 
confidence in this affair; here we are to know whether 
they be of the-right ſtamp, yea or no-: 0 
That of all men living, the beſt, and moſt, infallible 
ſtandard for the, philoſophical accompliſhments of our 
candidates, is the judgment of the honorable preſident, 
and noble fellows of aur famous college; for this I am, 
ſure muſt needs ſtand for a 1g that the judg- 
ment of a real honeſt and skilful artificer (keeping cloſe 
to his ſhop). concerning the nature and qualities, of an 
edge-tool which he bath wrought, and hammered on 
his own anvil, out of us firſt rude matter, muſt certain- 
ly excel him that hath been long from the trade, that 
only takes it, turns and tries the edge {Lghily, or has but 
a tranſient view. of it: ſo that hence we may fairly in- 
fer, that (as to human learning) Harvard Commenda- 
mus is moſt valuable and ſufficient, and juſtly ſupplanis 
theſes cefligbanigh...” i. 75 RS N 
2. With reſpect to the more evangelical qualificati- 
ons of the goſpel miniſtry, we ſhall be ready to honor 
the ſufficiency of the aſſociates, yt muſt take liberty to 
object a few things. 255 i i 
1. Suppole we, that the trial is made per Contianem 
a1 Clerum, by preaching a ſermon, in audience of the 
aſſociation, and I think this is the way propoſed and 
generally agreed upon, as the ſquare or rule moſt agie- 
able with gunter, to take the dimeanki ons, length und 
breadth of our candidates by, 1 . 
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' Reply 1. What can a ſermon do at deciding this 
gueſtion ? for that the moſt ſenſible and valuable, who 
are uſually moſt humble and tender, are liable by this 
ſtupendious examination, to be baffled by their own 
timerity, and quite daſh'd out of countenance by their 
own fear. Alas! upon their firſt entrance upon the 
ſtage, to appearin ſo auguſt and awful a preſence, this 
muſt needs diſ-animate and put their thoughts into a 
ruffle, as having in their affrighted minds the reſem- 
blance of their going into the Spaniſh inquiſition,' 
rather than dwelling amongſt the ſofter meaſures of 
the goſpel ? Luther himſelf, (that unparallell'd inſtance 
of ſpirit and magnanimity, as I remember of his life) 
hardly ever got over ſomething of a panick fear attend- 
ing him, through the courſe of his miniſtry ; and in- 
deed men of the quickeſt ſenſes are moſt liable to theſe 

aroxiſms. Then ſurely to put our tyros to this teſt, 
which may daunt and diſpirit the greateſt hero, is no 
ways proportionable, eſpecially ſeeing they may under 
the inſpection of learned, honeſt and judicious men, 
both paſtors and churches, and thereby under covert 
of more private invitations (with all their natural fear) 
creep into this noble work, and keeping on, as their 
courage and ſtrength will bear the journey, may, gra- 
datim attain a juſt and ſufficient probation, as our 
learned youth have hitherto done. 

Indeed, the bold and brazen, who can make a great- 
er figure with half the ſtock, by many ſhirking tricks, 
and diſſembling artifices, defended and ſupported with 
confidence and delivery, may obtain the Euge Juvenis, 
that they no ways deferve, as will be found, when they 

come to be detected by a more dilatory ſearch, or a 
more tedious Analyſis made of them. That, to con- 
clude, as the proverb is, Una Hirundo non facit ver ; 
one ſwallow makes not the ſpring ; ſo in this tryal, one 
good or mean ſermon cannot determine the man, or 
. umphire his caſe. | | 
2. Suppoſe the tryal muſt be made, and the queſtion 
determined by a perſon's converſation. And this is 
a very great article in the ſtate of all ſerviceable men, 
and eſpecially in the miniſtry, 1 Tim. 4. 12. 1 Pet. 
5. 3. Being enſamplcs to the flock. Then certainly a a 
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. more intimate converſe and ſociety, is à very invincible 


plea. By the laws and cuſtoms of England, the vici: 
nage muſt be allowed, as affording the mvſt competent 
judges, when perſons reputation lies at ſtake in crimi- 
nal caſes, becauſe they are preſumed to know ſome- 
what conſiderable of . perſons and caſes of their own 
knowledge; and ſo more capable of giving a juſt ver- 
dict. So in the caſe, what do thoſe perſons know of 
our learned youth, who make up the affociation ? 
Our candidates appear on a certain day, (as blazing 
ſtars once in an age, and are gazed on, and then they 
vaniſh) Now what judgment can be made on a mans 
converſation, by ſuch a tranſient view ? unleſs they 
muſt be handled in this conſiſtory, as perſons that have 
been bound to the peace, and in open court are to be 
2 from their recog nizance by three our- 

3. Suppoſe the whole ſtock of miniſterial qualifica- 
tions muſt be enquired into, and judgment muſt paſs 
by the direction of the apoſtolic law, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 
Tit. 1. 6. 9. Let them be blamelefs, ſober, apt to teach, 
&c. and add what more you pleaſe, which the ſcripture 
mentions, to fill up the character of an evangelical 
miniſter, to compleat him in all his gifts and graces, 
either in his beginnings, or in his riper ſtate ; and it is 
moſt apparent, that our particular paſtors and churches, 
with the learning, experience, grace, wiſdom and diſ- 
cretion they are owners of, can make a more upright, 
judicious and ſolid tryal ; and give a better account 
of our candidates from their frequent converſe with, 
them, and their occaſional and repeated preaching 
amongſt them, than the wiſeſt aſſociation in the world 
can do; and it is eaſier diſſembling with the latter, 
than the former, unleſs the aſſociation will take them 
home, and both winter and ſummer them. 

Now then, conſidering that their degrees with the ex: 
preſs teſtimony of the college (when particularly de: 
fired) are ſufficient teſtimonials of their learning ; and 
the experience of their other good gifts and miniſte- 
rial qualifications, obtained by converſe, and their 
occaſional preaching, has been the chief teft and tryal 
for our candidates; and by theſe methods they have 
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conclude this argument, I make this FP 
That if any perſon or perfons diſaffected with our 
duce one example led into the DT miniſtry by this 
practice, which bas juſtly offended tim; Arid he will or 
can evince this to be the blameale cauſe, we wilt they 


old ſettlements, and way in church conduct, will pro- 
e 


. ' 6 to. 77 C3 RN 4 
ſurrender the cuſtom to your merty. 


.2dly. I ſhall now implead the propofal on a juſt pre ur 
dice dr preſumption of corruption in the clergy, the? 
we are in charity for the preſent, yet in this way propoſt 
ed, we have no afſurance for the future, againſt the cor- 


ruptneſs of ſuch ſocieties 3 and let any ſober man öh. 
ſerve, and he will find abundance of poor tools under 


the mark of the office, where theſe meaſures, and fach 
like, are in force and form. How oft is it repeated, 
that poor ſordid, debaucht wretches are put into Holy 
Ordes,when as they were fitter to be put into the ſtocks; 


or ſent to bridewell for mad-men, than to be ſent with 


their teſtimonials, to work in Chriſt's vineyard ? How 
long have the Indies, the ſeas, the provinces; and 2 
other parts of the empire groaned under this damnable 
way of cheating God of his glory, and the world of ſal 
7 l 
Simony we know began almoſt as early as the chrif- 
tian church, and has prevailed amongſt clergy-mth to 4 
prodigy. The ſacred things of God's houſe Have been 4 
trade and merchandize, which has beggared churches; 
and filled the clergy in ſomg kingdoms with a facriligi- 
ous and exhorbitant pile, of wealth, and the world with 
a flood of debauchees ; and this propoſal puts us into 
the way to open the ſhop-windows again, and expoſe 
the ſame wares to ſale upon a little indulgence in our 


country; for who can render a reiſoti that the ſame 
opportunities, the fame temptations, the fame corrupt» 


ons, the fame nature, and the ſame power, would not 
produce the fame effects? or that the ſame chtnate, 


{eed, ground, and manner of culture, ſhould not yield 


the ſame grain at hart 
And what have we in pledge for our ſecurlty, more 


— 


| F Pp > 8 . 1 . * + 
been approbated in order to ſettlement In, oice-traſt5 + 
and this has, been_the cuſtom of the country and 
churches for near. four ſcore years. Wherefore to 


roclamation, 
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chan the fallacy aad fickleneſs of 3 nature, + when 


the power is delivered out of our hands ? 11 


053. Jou may object, that our candidates, thro- — | 


own ambition, and the indulgence of, particular paſ- 
tors, thurſt themſelves into the work too young, and- 
this our way will preſcribe due boundaries to them? 
Anſw. 1. In general, Paul ſolves a worſe caſe, and 
can be found (pick whilſt'you are weary for an exam- 
ple to quadrate with the objection, and render it for- 
amongſt all our learned vouck, . who have hither- 


to, adventured upon the miniſtry, Phil, l. 18. What 


then ? Ke. as tho he ſhould ſay, „What's that to you | 
ſir ?” if Chriſt be preached, all is well And as to our 
caſe, ve may ſay, Deſpiſe not the day of ſmall 1 oh 
alt men muſt have a beginning, and every bird which 
is pretty well fleg'd muſt begin tb fly. And ours are 
not of the neſt where /charns was hatch'd, whoſe: fea- 
thers were only glewed on ; but theſe belong to the 
angelick hoſt, and their wings grow out from their 
eſſence; therefore you may allow them, with the lark, 
NOW A A then to ae heaven-ward, tho! the ſhell or 
down be ſcarce off from their heads. And ſq we con- 
clude with our charitable and divine apoſtle, „What 
then ! if Chriſt be preached, whether in pretence, or in 
truth, either by old or by young, yet therein we do te- 
joice, yea, and will rejoĩce, &c.“ to ſee our own N- 
zarites, ſo forward and well-diſpoſed, it ſhall add to 
our joy, and no ways increaſe our honor, unleſ our 
ambition ſhould” ſurprize us with fear, "ne" Tuck: 
young ftars ſhould out-ſhine us. 
2. In particular; where will you fix . eldnd, ang 

ſertle the reciſc æra, or period” of _, ou er 
beginning P 

1. There is no callegs. or Rarte-law — 
to decide this' queſtion : Then of neceſſity you Gn 
do homage to long and laudable cuſtom, ag to a ſupe- 
rior authority, and honorable ruler; and where chax 
fixes the time, 
full of days, and of noble examples, becomes the 
common law of a nation; and is as ſovereign an 
Der as * dictates * a e ener ; 
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you muſt ſubnyis for cuſtom, When 1 
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Fry * | 
F 
en „ ent gh dof brunn 
at leaſt it ſheltdrs from rebukes and calumn : That 
for any gentlemen to affront, talk high and trown at 
the early zeal and beginnings of our candidates, is but 
too much in imitation of the Great Mogual of India, wbo 
after he hath dined, orders his trumpets to be blown, 
to figr:ifiy to the princes of the earth, that they have 
liberty now to go to dinner; and when he hath finifh- 
ed his formalities, if they pleaſe, they may vail, their 
royal bonnets, and thank him for nothing; 
where there is no Bw, there is no tranſgrefton,” 
2. Under the goſpel, we have no preciſe time, tha? 
there was under the law, when to begin and enter into 
the miniſtry, the goſpel knows no bar from time, where 
perſons are other ways meetly qualified. Days and qua- 
lifications, are divers Aings, and the latter are the 
eſſentials of a miniſter of ift, It is not, how old, 
but how capable a perſen is, which is the main point 
to be enquired after here. Therefore where (in ſome . 
good meaſure) there is an honeſt life, a gracious heart, 
an orthodox head, and a learned tongue, there is no 
Teaſon to ſend fuch youths to Jericho, with Davids 
meflengers, (though their beards are not yet grown) to 
wait upon time and nature, fer fuch an accompliſh», 
ment; for certainly thoſe recited are the principal in 
the argument. It is a ſtory in the hiſtory of Perſia, 
«© That when the GCrecians ſent ſome very young noble- 
men upon an embaſſage to that court, the Perfranc | 
reflected upon the Erecuen republic, for ſending beards _ _ 
leſs boys on ſo grave. a meſſage to fo mighty a mo- 
narch.” To which the young Gracians very ſmartly 
2nſwered, © That if, ſtate policy did conſiſt in beards, | 
then he- goats would do for embaſſadors, as wellor better 
than men.“ F muſt confeſs, I am ſome. what of their 
mind; and therefore I think it is not, how long men 
have lived, but how wiſe they are grown : GOD hath. 
ordained praiſe out of the mouths of babes. Feremiab 
pleads, he was a child, but thet cannot null his com- 
miſſion for the miniſtry, Jeremiah 1. 6, Paul guards 
the miniſtry of young Timothy, by heavens autho- 
rity, to defend him from cenſure, for audaci- 
onineſs. What ? for a child to teach old men their 
duty ! Hold! ſays Paul, 1 Tim, 4. 12.“ Let no man _ 


Has he has not formed all che powers 


and youth of ignorante in 


"EPI 


deſpile thy youth.” What ſhall not our Lord Muſtrate 


His grace and power ja what examples he pleaſes ? 


of nature ? and 


does he not furniſh them wic their diſtin virtues, Se. 


X days are full of wiſdom, 


Object. But you may 


Anſw. Not always and univerſally fo ; 0 in the ex- 
amples juſt now recited and in many others that may 
be named, called in at the third and fexth hour, Mat. 20. 
But however, if dur candidates muſt newer begin till 
they are without ignorance, or not till they have gain- 


ed all points (ad unguem) in the vaſt ſtudies of divini- 
ty, then it may be ſaid of all our miniſters, as queen 
Elizabeth was wont to ſay of biſhops, when ſhe viſited 
the ſchools (ſtudy hard children, ſtudy hard, for) 


biſhops are old men. 80 of necefity, all our miniſters, 
muſt be very old men. Bur I think that is more agrea· 
ble with our neceſſity and fate, both in nature and 


grace, which one of the ancients was wont to fay'of 


himſelf, viz. that whilſt he ftudied to teach other men, 
he learn't himſelf. That conſidering theology, as 
well as art, is a long ſtudy, and life is very ſhort, why 
may they not begin young? And alfo, - confiderin 
that our churches are , no ways over cluttered 
candidates, chere is no need to ſerve them as Chriſt 
did the money changers, who with a whip of fmall 
cords, he drove them out of the temple ; and eſpe- 
cially they having hitherto-acquitted themſelves in the 
main as men that need not be aſhamed, and yet never 
any one of them, to this day, has been repreſented as 
learned or virtuous, or any way ſupported by theſe 
teſtimonials, bes an | 

| 8 ECT. V. Ren 
13 HAT they together be conſulted by bereaved 

churches, to recommend to them ſuch perſons 

as may be fit to be imployed amongſt them, for pre- 
ſent ſupply, from whom they may in due time proceed 
to chooſe a paſtor. 3 


Anſw. According to my apprehenſion, this Pro» 


poſal inſults very daringly over the churches in cwo 
things. l 85 
1. By ingroſfing the right of juriſtliction, not ©_ 


great affairs of ſalvation. 


4 80 U | 


over the viſihle freedom and liberties, but conju gal 
and ſecret powers of Chriſt'syirgin and widow churches. 
I) ühhat it ſeems to me very adviſeable (if this propoſal 
Ml 1 may ſtand for a ſound precept) that forthwith another 
| _- office be creQed, and put into che hangs and under zhe 
1 government of a few men, exactly ſkilled in phyſiog- 
B: nomy, and deeply ſtudied. in the ſympathies: and anti- 
pathies of; human nature, with an abſolute ſuperin- 
7 . tending power tucontroul and direct all wooers intheir 
1 choice for the marriage bed; for that there is many 
q a a fond lover who has betrayed the glory of wedlock, 
1 -: by making an unwiſe and unfortunate choice; and 
10 iy _ why may not paayicolar beds be over-ruled, as well as 
17 particular churches? both being for the good and 
ſervice of mankind, and for that both parties, huſband 
and wife, paſtor and church, by our ſort of govern- 
ment, are bound tor, term of life, or ſo long as both 
{hall live. Indeed, were our conſtitution in church 
order under the fuperintendency of a patron, or a 
lord biſhop, who can ſend (pro Tempore ) a curate, 
Kc. and then recall him, and place another in his ſtead, 
. the project might be very adviſeable; but ſeeing theſe 
cChurches are ſettled congregational, and by their prin- 
FCiples, the ordination is, as it were, the nuptials, or 
marriage day of two lovers, that nothing but death, 
or a bill of divorce (for betraying the glory of the 
union) can part; it is then good and n that 
they be left to chooſe as they beſt; affect, and not 
forcibly be tyed up to a kind of Hobſons choice, one 
of theſe or none. This apparently puts too hard up- 
on the churches liberties, and overthrows the govern- 
ment; for that our platform, in chap. 2. treating of 
the nature of the churches, aſſerts; ſcct. 5. That che 
ſtate of the viſible church ſince che coming of Chriſt, is 
only congregational; therefore neither national, pro- 
_—_ nor claflical ; then what docs this propolal do 
here - | 
14 Alſo, our platform aſſerts the free electing power of 
1006 - the churches, chap. 5. In theſe words, ordinary 
T church power is that of privilege, ſuch as belong to 
| the brother-hood, whereby they deſign perſons unto 
'% office. So allo in chap. 10. In theſe words, the power 
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granted by Chriſt unto the body of the church and 
brotherhood is a ,prerogative or privilege which the 
church. doth exerciſe in the admiſſion: of her own 
members, and in chuſing their own officers.” Now if 
Chriſt has given theſe high powers and authorities to 
his churches, he has certainly furniſhed them with 
{ill and wiſdom to manage them. r 
So we come to the ſecond part of the affront in this 
propoſal, and that is ee 
2dly. By its making a plain preſumption of inca- 
pacity in the churches of doing their own proper work 
without their graces belp. It is as much as toſay, Alas! 
Alas ! It is well known-that the churches are gener: 1- 
ly a ſort of plain men, little {killed in deep marters ; 
that there is apparent danger, if left in their elections to 
their own conduct, of introducing very illetrate perſons 
and doleful creatures, to preach in the temple of God, 
as officers there. Now this is much agreeing with 
the old arguments, againſt the laity, who were deſcrib- 
ed by the learned to be without the knowledge of the 
original languages, and other parts of polite learning, 
and ſo no ways fit to interpret ſcripture ; therefore it is 
very rationally enacted, that the BIBLE be taken from 
them, leaſt they ſhould ſtudy hereſie and not holmeſs 
out of that divine book. But to paſs by all fuch 
pleas, I ſhall come to the main point in plain terms,and 
that is this, our platform is our ſettlement, and it has 
ſecured to the churches theſe prerogatives, and they are 
part of their entailed inheritance and it is a yainthing 
to pretend to plead the incapacity of right owners and 
rich proprietors, eſpecially whilſt there is a competent 
ſet of ſenſes left them. Indeed, when any gentleman 
cah ſhew any precept, and produce a commiſſion for 
the taking into their hands the eſtate of idiot-churehes, 
they may then cite their intellectuals to a proper bar, 
and verdict going againſt any particular example, they 
then, ip/o facto, become guardians, and may enter into 
their worſhip. But in the mean time, as to our own 
churches, and the whole conſtellations of them, and 
every individual or particular church amongſt them re- 
mains comet mentis, and therefore muſt not be in- 
trigued by ſuch offers as theſe are. . 
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— Zut yet before I cloſe this argument, I ſhall a little 
further humour the preſumption of inſufficiency kere 


m_—_ L 62 1 


laid down; and therefore I ſhall deſire, that a fury 


de made of the ſtate of the churches, and if their free 
election be found for this thirty years laſt paſt (and we 

will go no highet) have by the major part of voices 
introduced inſufficient officers, then let the platform 


be null'd, and the propoſal ſtand as a more valid canon. 
And in this inquiry we would know, whether the dic- 


| tators will give leave (in drawing up the catalogue of 


de fective elections) that they themſelves be put on the 


back of the title page, and there ſtand as the ,errata of 


our old government? Or whether they themſelves are 
the only exceptions ?r£o. pong 

But ſuppoſe we, when we have accompliſhed our 
ſearch, we find their own, and all other elections for 
the main have hit right; and if fo, then whether we 


; ought not to pay a veneration to the practice, as having 
more of Chriſt in it than we can in the rulings of am- 


bition preſently find out, or perceive ? And whether 
after ſuch long experience and good ſucceſs,it may'nt be 


our wiſdom to keep this viaTrita,which we have found 
to be via Tuta, that is to ſay, keep the good old way ' 


of our bleſſed predeceſſors, leſt going into a new and un- 
trodden path, we fall into ſome ambuſcado, and come 
off with broken bones and ruin'd churches ? 
Duicquid Pracipiti via. 8 
Certum Deſerit Ordinem 
.  Laetos non habit exitus. Boetious. 
Raſhly to leave the plain and good old way 
Turns into mournful night, a joyful day. 
SECT. | 
HAT hereunto may be referred, the direction of 
proceeding in any of their particular churches, 
about the convening of the councils, that ſhall be tho't 
neceſſary for the welfare of the churches. | 
Anſw. Query, Who muſt give the direction, and 
judge what councils are neceflary for the welfare of the 
ch urches. ? | „ 
Anſwer. The aſſociation. | 4 
Reply, I thought as much ; for the ſole and whole 
power, is, by theſe propoſals, reſigned to them, as their” 


maintain a due correſpondence with one another, | 
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indiſputable and undoubted right inſomuch that thefr 2 
Beneplacita, the Elicit and free reſolves of their will, 
ſhall and muſt be the abſolute and uncontrolable rule ; 


of conduct; that is to ſay, the churches are to bein vaſ- 
ſalage; and the aſſociation is to rule all by prerogative ; 
ſo that forever hence forward, we may inſcribe eroſs the 
door of the conclave (to natific the rule of the houſe) 
that imperial law, e 1 
Sie Vola, fit Fuben, flat pro Ratione Voluntas. 
We will and doom, none now can us withſtand 3 
Our will is reaſon ; for the churches in the land. 


* 
* 
* 
= 


. 
+ „ 


Indeed, when great men turn beggars for ſmall | 


booties, with the famous general  Baziltareous, it figni- 
fies, the ebb of fortune runs. low with them; but when 
they aſk an ancient inheritence upon ok 


cither the- donor to be in a langui poſture, 


* 
and that his eſtate is like to eſcheat to the crown, 
through failure of natural heirs, or elſe great boldneſs 
But what 775 de the meaning of 
e 


in the beggars. 
this. demand, who can divin | 
the - churches to be making their laſt will, and deſign 
them for their heirs. har 


I hope they dont reckon 


— 


The churches in Ve · England are fairly poſſeſt of this 


high prerogative, viz. Of convening councils neceflary 
for their own well being, they are allo as likely ro.comti- 
nue as they were forty years ago, unleſs their own paſtors 
ſhould betray them. And they are alſo as capable of 
managing alb inſtruments devolved upon them byChrift, 
as they were in the days of their youth. Then wha 
can we make of this contrivement, viz. When the 
churches ſhall have occaſion to ſeek relief by council 
(as ſometimes the emperor, has been cofined at the in- 
ſolevt threſhold of his holineſs, and upon his coming 
forth in his infallibility, this pile of temporal glory has 
been his horſe-block ; and ſo here) 757 muſt humbly 
wait at the door of the affociation, tilt rh | 

formed. When, what, who, and where they Hall have 


one. But not to interrupt the world with long ſtories, 


we muſt again here demur upon title. "LO 
Sect, That the ſeveral aſſociations in the country 
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it ſignifies ; 
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Anf. Te the platonick nation concerning the univer- 
fal foul of the wortd or * ſpirit of nature ( hereby on 
body is affected by the operations of another at ſome 
contiderable diſtance). were eſtabliſhed for an infallible 
theorem, and. theſe ſocieties could circulate their intelli-, 
gence by the power and Echoes of his mighty eſſence,the 
deſign might then of Huron z or had we in all cor- 
ners of our count ves trained-up to carry mails or 

ackets of letters rom country to country, there might 
CG ſome hopes for ſupporting this mighty correſpon- 


dence 3. but to do it wholly, by human means, the 


charge. plainly threatens to eat out the profit. 
But we may ſuppoſe the ſeat of theſe things ſhall be 
univerſally ſettled, fully butting upon the poſt- road, and 
what a mighty buſineſs is a ſix penny or four penny 
letter in ſuch a good cauſe ? Nay, indeed that's no great 


matter in itſelf, yet theſe fix pennys or four pennys, are 
like the ſand on the ſea ſhore, a great many o them 
put together grow very heavy, eſpecially where wife and 


children are to be maintained upon 70 or 80 1. income 
per annum. | 

Wiſe men may do as they pleaſe, yet for my part, I can 
ſee no good policy in the pr pals), unleſs you can court 
ſome rich potentate to eſpouſe the cauſe, and facrifice. 
annually ſome part of his royal revenue to ſupport the 
Phantaſs, ie, 

Sect. So that che ſtate of religion may be the better 
known and ſecured in all the churches ? 

Anſw. Religion in its infallible original, the wiſdom 
and authority of God | in its infinite object, the ineffa- 
ble perſons and perfections of the divine eſſence; in its 
means, the goſpel of ſalvation : in its inſpired, wakeſul 
and capacious miniſtry ; in its ſubject, the ineſtimable 
immortal ſoul of man; in its tranſcendent effects. (1.) 
In time, the charming peace and joys of conſcience. (2) 
In eternity, thejo oyful retreat ang ſhouts of glory, is the 
moſt incomparable gift of Paladium, which lever came 
from heaven 3 among ſt all the favours of the father of 
lights, there is none parallel with this; when diſcloſed ' 
in its beauty, it raviſheth all the intellects of che Uni- 
verſe ; and challenge may be made, that the preroga- 
tives and giory belonging to all che crowned heads in 


the world, do bow and wait upon its proceſſions thro? - 
the earth, to gaurd it from its innumerable and invete- 
rate enemies. Yet in paying our veneratioa and atten- 
dance, we muſt diſtinguiſh right, and place every thing 
properly, and the means muſt be proportionate with the 
end, and agreeable in their natures z or otherwiſe whilſt 
we go about to accompliſh a good end, viz: the ſecurity 
of religion by improper means we may loſe our attempt, 
and have no thanks, but be blamed for our pains ; for 
we muſt not do evil, that good may come. . 
It is certain, that the church of Chriſt is the pillar 
truth, or ſacred recluſe and peculiar aſſilum of eligion, 
and this ſcared gueſt, religion, which came in th: worlds 
infancy from heaven, to gratify the ſolitudes of miſer- 
able man, whenGod had left him, hath long kept houſe 
with us in this land, to ſweeten our wilderneſs ſtate, 
and the renowned churches here, ale her ſacred palaces. 
Then certainly it is not fair for her lovers, under pre- 
tence of maintaining her, welcome in greater ſtate, to 
deſolate her pleaſirg habitations, tho” they ſtand ſome- 
what low like the myrtle grove, Zach.1. 8, &c. 
Set. And paticularly it is thought neceſſary to the - 
well being of theſe churches, that all the affociations in 
the country meet together, by their reſpective delegates, 
once in a year. wa | | 
Anſu. This is a great theſis; and whoever was the 
father, the womb of it is very fertile, and big with ar- 
ticles of moment z it comprehends a large territory, aud 


m a great treaſure, we muſt therefore ſurvey it by coſino- 
a- raphy : And then nextly by the laws of the church 
ts ock. | 4 ru 

ut I. The country contained in this propos by a juſt | 
le conſequence, and from the nature of the deſign, muſt . 
9 extend ſo far as we can fiad any goſpel churches plant - 
J ed, or to be planted within the Engliſh dominion on the 
de firm land or continent of America, there is no reſtricti- 
_ on made to exclude any; and charity is a grace that 
WF would have every one - virtuous, and equally privileged 
4 with means far that end; ſo that we may begin our lines 
. of latitude in the ſouth, ſomewliat, northward of the 


. capes of Florida, and then extend them to the north, to 
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fone pats of Nova-Scotid, ik not tothe, bay of St: 


Laurence, and from thoſe points on to the atlamtic ; we 
muſt ſtretch. our lines over-thwart,keeping equal longi- 
rudes, till we meet with other princes dominions. 
No this is a noble territory ;,coough for an empire, 
and allEngliſh ; and why may we not be thus extenfive 
for the good of the churches therein planted ? Other 
countries have ſent their delegates near as far as this 
comes to, to wit, upon the conventions of his holineſs; 
But, the miſcheif is, the revenue won't hold out. But 
I have thought of one way, and that will do, if we can 
but obtain; tho' I ö is fomewhat chi meri- 
cal, or whimſical ; yet tho” it be, the propoſal hasno rea- 
fon to repine or find fault, for tliat it is its near kinſ- 
man. * 
The project is this, viz. Upon the great ſettlements 
which we hope for, between the two crowns, I adviſe, 
that petitions be made (if the articles of ſettlement will 


% 


allow it) that either the rents of Toleds, 975 ſome good 


ſtout gold mine in Peru, be reſerved wholly to the uſe 
ef this deſign, and if you are pleaſed to keep or ſeule 
within narrower limits, (when we know your territory) 
we can by rules of porportion and ſubſtraction, com- 
pute the charge; and if there be any over - plus, v hen 
your own charges are defray d, the reſt may be aſſign- 
ed to the next province, for ſuch good uſes. But how- 
ever, let the petitions go forward, for you, will have 
want enough of your ſhare ;; for I am ſure your preſent 
ſupplies are not full enough for your daily bread, and 
theſe contingent and unexpected charges; eſpecially 


 feeing they were never thought of, or provided for, in 


your firit letilements. | + 
Ser. VI. $53 88 
A. ND finally, that miniſters diſpoſed to aſſociate, 
endeavor in the moſt efficacions manner they 
can, to prevail with ſuch miniſters, as vnreaſonably ne- 
glect ſuch mectings with their brethren in their proper 
aſſociations, that they would not expoſe themſelves to 
the inconvenjencies.that ſuch neglects cannot but be at- 
tended withal. SE ; 
Anſwer, This propoſal ſeems to be founded” upog 
the Epicurian duQtrine of atoms z ſor by the {cher 
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which athieſtjcal atomiſts give concerning the beginning = 


of the world, by their account ; ĩt was after 

manner, that is to ſay, chere was before time a'vaſt pile 
of incoherent atoms, which globically hung fleeping 
upon A _ .centre-atom, without the leaft grain" of 


ſenſe, throꝰ the vaſt eternity, a Parte Ante; but at leaſt, 


& no body can tell how] they were inclined to throw of 

their preſent poſture; but being neither of one form, 
inclination nor propenſion, quickly great heaving and 
ſnuffing( from various ſympathies & antipathies) bega to 


be amongſt them, that a chaos is preſently rolled tage. _ 
ther, and in a little time, this magnificent and*curions . - 


world, which you look upon, came our of the horrid 


womb of this diſtra&ed heap of atoms, and.that with- 


out any help from a creating.power, but by a wonderful 
good chance. Thus far you have the do&rine-of ater, 
which I could not well avoid, becauſe of ſo muck noble 
matter pre-exiſting, and repreſented in various ſhapès 


and forms, with a ſound of motion, and various ſympa- 


thies and aatipathics appeariag, and repreſented by the 
propoſal; but yet èan hear of no ſuperintending fiat, 
or ny creating voice to over- rule, or ſay, Let it Br. 
But only if perſons are diſpoſed, or indiſpoſed, the buſi- 


neſs muſt be managed as wiſely as you can; and if it 
ſhould fo chance, that ſome fine thing (never before 


ſeen in the country) ſhould be made out of theſe matè · 
riats, without the help of a creating pewer,” the world 
would be a great debtor to the accident; and the 
churches may they not be juſtly ſtript of their being to 


- 


make room for it, and maintain it? 

But to be more diſtin, and ſome what more cloſe in 
my anſwer, 1 muſt remind you, that our bleſſed Lord 
commands us to pray, Mat. 6. Our father which art 
in heayen, &c. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. And it ſiacere, he hath promiſed, to 
ſtabliſh us, and keep us from evil, 2 Theff. 3. 3. Froh 
theſe divine principles, the queſtion , whether thaſe 


paſtors are the ſtable or unſtable, the reaſonable, or un- 


reaſonable men, viz. Either thoſe who have promoted 
this deſign in the country, or thoſe who have withſtood 
it Þ And alſo where has temptation prevailed mot ? 
And to put this debate under a brighter light, I wid 


- 


provement of the hiſtory. 


make bold to recite a brief hiſtory of this matter, till 
we bring you to the nativity of theſe propoſals, and to 
the day wherein they were born; with ſome preſent im. 


- 


About thirty years ago, more or leſs, there was no 


' appearance of the affociations of paſtors in theſe colonies, 


and in ſome parts and places, there is none yet. But 
after the country had ſuffered much in the ſlaughters 
and depredations committed by the heathen, and by 


many other afflictions, the neighbouring miniſters in 


dome counties, met to pray together, &c. and for no 


other intent, that I ever knew or heard of. But 


after they had continued their meetings for ſome years, 


and others following the example, began to converſe 


rogether, and communicate caſes, as beſt Tuited each 
perſon ; and at laſt perceiving they were almoſt gotten 
into a claſſical form, before they tho't of it, they began 


to give their meetings the ſpecious titles of claſſes, aſſo- 


ciations, and eccleſiaſtical conventions, &c. as ſecurely 
as tho? theſe titles were a fruit growing out of our own 
conſtitution; and by degrees began to dream that, they 


were really, and de Jure, what their new titles and late cuf- 
tom had made them only de Facto; and time increaſed 


their inclinations and purpoſes to compaſs a more for- 
mal and compleat ſettlement. It is certain, their op- 
portunities were conſiderable, the keys of the church trea- 
1ure being put into their hands. The more the main point 
is ſtudied, the more glory appears to feed mens ambition, 
like the impreſſion by the eye, on our ron parents in 
paradice, Gen. 3. 8. The tree was pleaſant to the eyes, 
4 tree to be deſired. Alas ! Alas | empire and ſupream 
rule is a glorious thing! Parcere ſubjeftis et debellare 


. Superbus, is a very royal buſineſs. Now this conceit did 
begin pretty much to predominate, eſpecially in ſome 


gentlemen that were inclin'd to preſbyterain principles, 


men of worth and learning, who improving their ad- 


vantages of ſenſe and influence, to intreague others of a 


lower ſet of intellectuals, &c. bro't the buſineſs ſo near 


to a concluſion, as you find it in the Jaſt recited propp- 
ſal, wherein you have the main of this hiſtory contain - 
ed, like Homers [lads in a nut ſhell. But to make 
ſhort, and conclude my ſtory 3 when they had thus far 
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flatis, quo prius, according to the former uſage, and 
the nature of their truſt, and no more go beyond their 


TE. 
advanced and ripened their deſign,out comes theſe pro- 
poſals, like Aaron's golden calf, the fifth day of Novem- 
ber, 1705. | | | Wh & 
Thus you have a ſhort account how things have 
been carried on, relating to aſſociations; and having 
a convenient criſis, I ſhall improve the hiſtory, to pro- 
mote my preſent defign, in a few particulars. 


1. By conſidering thg, preſent duty of our erring 
paſtors. H 93 . * 

2. The juſtice to be done on theſe propoſals. 

3. Make ſome ſmall aſtrological remarks relating to 
the date, which the clew of our hiſtory has bro't us 
tO. , ' | | | | 
1. As to the duty of ſuch as are involved in the 
charge, whether or no (upon a prefumption that this 
hiſtory be true) they ought not to ceaſe exciting others 
to wander from their proper poſt, and they themſelves 
(if not by the open acts of the churches authority, yet) 
by the good government of their own wiſdom, pru- 
dence and grace, be remanded within their prop-r 
boundaries, and there continue as ſtars within their 
own orbs, to influence ard act, Tam in Modis quam in 


own line, 2 Cor. 10. 16. 2 

2. Whether theſe propoſals here offered to view, 
be not like Aarons golden calf ? And whether they 
ought not to be ſerved, as Moſes dealt with that, 
(Exod. 32. 20.) when he took it, and burnt it in the 
fire; and ground it to powder ; for that it is very evi- 
dent, thar though it be but a calf now, yet in time it 
may grow (being of a thirſty nature)- to -become a 
fcurdy ox, that will know no whoa, and it may be paſt 
the churches ſkill then to ſubdue it. PE 

For I am not much miſtaken (and Pareus too) Dat 
great and terrible beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns, 
deſcribed in the Revelations 13. was nothing elſe a. few 
ages ago but juft ſuch another calf as this is. It ww 
indeed finely ſhaped, and of neat limbs, when it was 
firſt calved; inſomuch that the great potentates of the 
earth were much raviſhed with its aſpect and featuresg 
ſeme offered to ſuckle it on the choiceſt cows amongſt 


[ 70 J 
All the herds of royal cattle, (that jt might be 


.hoping to ſtock their own countries with the,breeg, 


and when it was grown to a conſiderable magnityde, to 
render it more ſhapely and fair, they put iron tips on 
to its horas, and beſet its ſtupendious bulk with very 
rich ornaments, that they might make it the more aw- 
ing to all beholders, and if poſſible, by ſuch artifices 
to add to the natural pride and choler of the creature. 

But alas, poor men ! they have paid dear for their 
prodigality and fondneſs; He this very creature that 
was but a calf when they firſt began to feed it, is now 
grown to be ſuch a mad furious and wild bull, that 
there is ſcarce a chriſtian monarch on earth, unleſs the 
great Anne, their Sweediſh and Pruſſian majeſties, and 
their high mightineſſes, with this exception, there; is 
ſcarce a potentate in the world, the beſt horſe - man or 


huntſ- man of them all, that dare take this beaſt by the 


horns, when he begins to bounce and bellow. Indeed 
the emperor within theſe few years, has recovered ſo 
much courage, that he took him by the tail, to driye 
him. out of his royal granges, being quite angry, and 


weary with his cropping and brouzing on the flowers, 


of his imperial crown. But otherwiſe the beaſt general- 
ly goes at large and does what he will in all princes 
dominions, and keeps them in awe. Therefore 10- 
conclude, and infer, Ob/fta Principlis ! It 1 to 
Nip ſuch growths in the bud, and keep down by early 
flaughter ſuch a breed of cattle. Nam mne malum 
naſcens facile opprimitur. | | 
zdly. In all the aftrological remarks I have made, I 
find its nativity full of favorable aſpects to .Engliſh 
churches. The fifth day of November has been as a 


guardian angel to the moſt ſacred intereſt of the em- 


pire : It has reſcued the whole glory of church and 
ſtate, from the moſt fatal arreſt of hell and Rome. 
hat had I been of the cabal, or combination, which 
formed theſe propoſals ; ſo ſoon as I had ſeen and 
perceived the date, (as I imagine) my heart with king 
David's, would have ſmote me, and I ſhould have 
cried out, M ſerere noftri Deus: The good Lord have 
Mercy upon us.; this is the. gun-powder treaſon day; 
and we are every man-xuined, being running Furs 


of the gun poder - treaſon, and a fatal day to traitors. 


IN 
fate! why eiefernin have you forgot ir? IT the day 


Our meafures certainly intend the blowing up the 
churchis: as Faux's did the parliament z that for my 
awn part, F have ſuch an awe upon my mind of this 
very day, that I have made a ſettled reſolution, that of 
all the days of the whole year, L will never conſpire 
treaſon againſt my natural prince, nor miſchief to the 
churches on the fifth day of November. 

And fo farewel, gentlemen, for Idare not join with 
you in this conſpiracy. 


PART. Il. 


S ACT. I. 
HAT theſe afbciated paſtors with" a proper 
number of delegates Roc their ſeveral churches 
be formed into a ftatiding and ſtated council, which 
ſhall eonſult, adviſe aud determine all affairs that thall 
be proper matter for the conſideration of an —— 
cal council within their reſpective limits, + judge more 
the caſes are ſuch as the aſſociated paſtors ju 'ge . 
convenient to fall under the eognizance. of 
council. 

Anſw. Seeing it is the firſt time we have in theſs 
propofals heard of a ftanding council for theſe: . 
churches; and tho? the whole doctrine of it is not pre- 
ciſely or in terms contained mi this ſection, yet chat 
we may paſs over what remains more briefly, when I 
come upon each following ſection, I will therefore 
make a ſtop here, and diſcourſe this ſubject, in its 
ſeveral diſtinct branches, and make but one work of 
it; and I ſhall thus methodize the buſineſs. 

. I ſhall obſerve the ſeeming favor to the lay-dele- 
gates here offered to them in this propoſal. 

2. Survey the nature of the council. 

3. Inquire into its original. 

4. 'Fake an account of the work ebich3 is aſſigned it. 

5- View the time appointed, certain and uncertain: 

6. Inquire for the plaees- where it is to meer. 

7. And laſlly, diſcourſe its enaintainance. 

1. We muſt obſerve the ſeeming favor the lay-dele+ 
gates or fraternity bf the churches are treated with in 
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this propoſal; for at the firſt tender, they ſeem very 
honorable to be invited into the aſſociation, as tho! 
they were to be eſtabliſhed members of this council; 
and were to be equal ſharers in the authority and 
governnent in it; yet do but mind the connection of 
both parts of the propoſition, and you will find there 
is nothing of this nature intended for them. But 
only by a ſpecious ſhew, they are invited to eſtabliſh 
the aſſociations on their tottering baſis, and that is ſoon 
done, if all parties are agreed; and from the frater- 
nity, there is no need of any more formalities, than 
paying homage to their authority by this act of ſub- 
miſſion and obedience here propoſed; and ſo ſoon as 
this is done, you ſhall find the fraternity very fairly 
releaſed at. the door of the feſſions, every man repair- 
ing to his own home. It is an obſeryation, on the 
monarchy of bees, that the drones formerly ſuppoſed. 
to be not.only'a lumpiſh, but a uſeleſs bee, yer it is of 
that nature, and ſo eſſential a member of that com- 
mon- wealth, that it is really the male bee, and does 
impregnate the females, who are the ſole labourers in 
chat kingdom, but When that criſis is over, the poor 
drones are by common conſent baniſhed, as a- great 
incumberment. So in our caſe, alas ! what can be 
expected, when the lay-delegates have Cone the former 
jobb, but that they ſhall. be laid by, for their wiſdom 
and capacity is no ways admired in theſe propoſals.” 
And it has always been found that the laiety are a 
clog to clergy-men, when -they begin to ſoar a-loft, or 
above their proper ſphere ; and if you will but view 
the propoſal again, in the hindermoſt part of it, you 
will ſee a back-door very — finiſhed and left 
upon latch, for their excluſion; for tho' they are 
called to be members of the council in the firſt part 
of the propoſal, yet by exception made in the laſt 
part, they are to ſit upon no caſe but what the 
aſſociates pleaſe; and ſeeing it is at their diſpoſe, you 
may rationally and forcibly conclude, that thoſe who 
have made it their buſineſs to unpin the whole. taber- 
nacle, and have but this choar to do, and then all is 
their own, will now finiſh their work with a wet finger, e 
upoa the aforeſaid compliance. For you mult mote, 
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that, after they "TOR admitted ib beschten, d e 
the certificates of election from the ſeveral churches, con- 
taining ſome oongratulatory complementa, to honor the 
new conſtitution and government, as is uſual in all ſtates, 
and having alſo treated the delegates with the eivilities 
of the houſe, and alſo with a long and tedious hatangue 
of the mighty bleffings theſe new ſettlements plainly pre- 
dict and promiſe the country, &c. the delegates are then 
adviſed, thore is no caſe at preſent depending fit for 
their eogniaance, but what — upon file, the aſſociates 
have already confidered about it, and referred to ſome 
other council beſt known to their graces. And ſo- 
ood hrethren, you are now with many thanks for 


your obediefit attendance, releaſed till Latter —— . 


or till the Greek Calands come about. 

And here we may digagrave to bury all our ancient 
privileges in, and hang dur harps upon the willows, 
and when we are thus waſted, ſhould you call us in 
once more to ſing one of theſongs of Sion, all our notes 
muſt be Elegie et De triſtibus, yet the broken accents, 
and lowly mue murs of our Grow will ſerve for elahs 
& ſweet diapaſans, in your conquering ſong of triumph. 

2. We muſtnextly, ſurvey che nature of the council, 
which cannot be ſooner, and with better advantage (e | 
repreſent the true idea of it to every mans underſtand- 
ing) than in a brief definition, thus, the council is to be 
ſtanding and ſtated, to meet once in the year at the leaſt, 
and at other times as each aſſociation ſhall pleaſe to de- 


termine, to enquire into the condition of the churches, 


and adviſe ſuch things as may be for the advantage of 
our holy religion. Thus you have the nature of it laid 
out in terms very conciſely. 

But if a longer diſeription, according to the genuine 
ſenſe of expreſfions i in the propoſals, will better ſuit you, 
and give à better impreſſion of its nature upon yaur 
thoughts, we may then deſcribe. it thus, B..... bs 

It is a council of human invention, dere eee te 
toconveneonce in the year, yearly, during the rèbolution 
of the heavenly bodies, and at other certain times of 
the year, ſo as 10 keep its courſe parallel with our high 
and ſuperior ſeſſions of the peace, if the creators pleaſe * 


and to conſult, adviſe and determine all affaira within 
the reach of eceleſiaſtical councils, and eſpecially, S&c; 
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ty, that all our chargeable meaſures both domeſtick in 
our private families, and public in church and common 
wealth, being not near ſufficient, to take off our waſte, 
and ſuperfluous ſtreams, and our riches and ſtores ſo 
plainly. over-loading us, we have her formed a crea»: 
ture, that will help to ſup up all, and feeding upoa 
our full baſkets, we fhall find, that the further we go 
with Eſep's load, the lighter we ſhall grow; then who 
will not admire the wiſdom of the invention ? 
* 3. Our next taſk is to examine the original of this 
council, which inquiry, may be reſolved into this diſ- 
junct propoſition, viz. This council in the reſult of the 
will, obeying the underſtanding in its laſt dictates, erring 
or not erring. FF, Arp | 
The queſtion being thus ſtated, it is at every man's 
liberty, to take the part in the disjunctioa which beſt 


to trial, will plead, not erring, or not guilty, as is uſual 
with all criminals, when indicted; and therefore ſeeing 
you expect to be cleared by the jury, ycv. muſt give us 
an honeſt account, who ſet you on work, and what 


cil, and we will give you room enough in your own 
defence. For, | 3 
iſt. If you can produce evidence from the canon of 
{cripture, in expreſs terms, or by ſound conſequence, 
and prove New-England churches are obliged to form 
a ſtanding and. ſtated council, or that you are to do it 
for them, &c. we will ſubmit. But no ſuch canon can 
be found. The propoſals then incur a heavy premunire 
for making ſo bold with à ſettled government, and 
no text to warrant the attempt. | | 
2. Is it by any authority, derived from the civil go- 
r-rn1ment of the country by law, or practice, that this 
council is here erected ? | i 
1. By law, if there be any ſuch law, you have liberty 
to plead it in your own defence. 8 | 
2. By practice, has the civil government ever ſet ſuch 
an example? Have they ever intrencht upon the privi- 
leges of the churches in the leaſt degree? Aud in their 
den ob, are they not more exemplary ? Don't all men 
keep to commillion ? Are they not curious in maintain- 


| And thus, we being a people ſwimming in ſuch plen 


likes him. I ſuppoſe the propoſal arreſted and brought 


rule you were guided by to aſſure us that your intellec- 
tual powers were free from error in forming this coun- 
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ing all ſertled forms, as the limits and boundaries of all 
mens actions and intereſts'? Nay, is not the exalted 
head of this body politick in his whole miniſtry,careful 
to ſteer all his actions by his commiſſion,” and the pre- 
cept of law? Is not the leaſt error (tho'ꝰ made by jea- 
louſy, and not found in reality) that looks but like an 
arbitrary action preſently drawn into complaint, as a 
great grievance, and common neuſance ? If it be but 
in dream, that the exchequer appears toucht, without 
a precept, or the wings of our civil liberties clipt, or ſo 
much as a feather be pluckt from them, is not the coun- 
try here and the court at home filled with complaints? 
What means all this? And yet muſt theſe churches, 
formed by principles of piety and honor, and under the 
ſteerage of a wiſe and juſt government, bear whole cart 
loads of injuries, and have all their liberties violated ? 
And at laſt have a ſtated antichriſtian arbitrary coun- 
cil, that can cut their throats for all the wiſe regulation, 
that is in it, be thruſt in upon them and both ſcripture 
and the wiſe fathers of the common wealth, no patrons 
to it? And what muſt we ſwallow all this ? This mult 
needs be a very heavy meal to digeſt ! ** 
Ut opes et Lamentabile Repnum - -Fruerint? 
They ſpoil our kingdom, and our courage daſh, 
They take our wealth, and leave us nought but traſh. 
3. Is there any certiticate, order, or vote, from the 
churches, as the womb of this council ? If there be, 
the propoſals ſhall then pafs for the innocent midwife, 
and no harm ſhall come. But, alas / It we ſearch all 
church records, the purſuit is blankt ! Therefore it muſt * 
ſtand for a daring intruſion upon the churches power 
of privilege. * | 

It is and will be acknowledged, with great juſtice 
and ſatisfaction, that the paſtors of the churches are in 
2 high ſtation, as they repreſent the great ſhepperd,and 
their truſt is noble and great; They are rulers, and to 
conduct all tranſactions, &c. But yet muſt never in- 
tringe the churches power of privilege in any branch 
of it? It becomes the holineſs, wiſdom and honor of 
the ruling officers at a'crifis, when the churches are in 
exerciſe of this power, not to allow themſelves to dic- 
tate too imperiouſty: They muſt never indeed, in all 
their miniſtration, talk with ſuch an elevated language, 


as in the 3d ſection of the 2d part, in theſe words, Fix. 
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That each church chuſe and depute one or more“ orie 
(private members) to attend their paſtor in theit ſtated En 

ſeſſion, &c. As tho' the high commiſſion court was the 
returned from exile, andnow opened, and ſome of your par 

graces were to be lord chancellor ; This plainly carrietn ble 

too high a ereſt. What } to conſider yourſelves as a auc 
diſtinct eſtate from the churches, and to ſend out of pri 

your higher houſe your orders to be obey'd in the Ven 

lower houſe, &c? But, I fay; this is not right, for in the 
concerning and calling of councils the churches are the 

your ſuperiors; and upon = ſevere interpretation of — _ 

their canons, they may, if they- pleaſe, leave you at anc 
home. For tho' you have been elected once into anc 

office, yet in the exerciſe of this their power, you ſtand 1 

but competitors with other principal perſons, for their the 

b HHoice and election, to determine you members of an inf 

e deleſiaſtical council: Poſlibly this doctrine may ſeem to " 

He hut a very crude doſe. But yet I aſſure you, it is aps an 
Probated by a college of very able and learned phy- en: 
licians ; and I hand it to you as I find it made up in the _ 

| churches cheſt of medicines, platform; chap. 16. ſect, & c 
" 2. The eflicient cauſe of. eccleſiaſtical councils, or ſy- po 
, nodical aſſemblies, next under Chriſt, is the power of or 
4 the churchrs ſending forth their elders and other meſ- the 
7 tengers, &c. ſect. 3. magiſtrates have power to call a an 
9 ſynod, by calling to the churches to ſend forth their the 
- elders, and meſſengers, &c. for the conſtituting of a no 
vl tynod, is a chavek act. ſect. 6. Becauſe none are or i. 
* jthould be more fit to know the ſtate of the churches, the 
A nor to adviſe of ways, &c, Therefore it is fit, that in Qu 
. the choice of the meſſengers for ſuch aſſemblies, they im 
> have ſpecial reſpect unto ſuch, viz. elders : That cer- If 
tainly if you expect your council ſhall eſcape condem- pi 
nation, you muſt then produce the Probatum eſt of the tu 
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churches, or elſe it periſhes under this tryal. | 
4. Can you ſhew any patent for the emperial cham- 
ber of our mighty monarch, to take into your hands 
(that you may new model) theſe churches (the royal 
demeſnes of Chriſt Jeſns, the prince of peace) as an 
e cheat to the crown? Or have you commiſſion with 
Inſtructions from thence to erect within the province, 
ſuch coſtly and formidable aſſemblies, as are here pro- 
jected? Nay, it you can find or pick up amongſt the 
old ſtatutes, that are not quite worn out, or produce 
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one ventrable preceptor example throughꝭut the whole 
Engliſh £ mpire, for the government of chureh or ſtate 
therein ; we will ſtate your caſe, and grant you one im- 
parlam ce (with due time) if you can make any reaſò na 
ble preſumption, it may be had for your juſtification 3 


aud in the mean - time, I ſhall venture to recite a fe 


principles of the Engliſh government, that are like the 
Vena Cava, or great arteries in nature, which-circvlate, 
the blood and fpirits- tliro? the imperial body; and if 
they don't all with a joint yoice (Ike a jury in their 
return, where no man diflents) condemn your council 
and whole ſcheme, you ſhalt: ſtill have a goal delivery, 
and be ſet free: „ eee . th 94% 24 

Principle. I. There is no one of the three eſtates of 
the empire, can make a valid act to bind the ſubject, or 
inſtitute any new forms of government. 

It is certain the parliament, that ſupream court, by 

an united voice, is tranſcendent; it makes null, 
enacts, and abrogateth all laws, ſtatutes and ordinances 
concerning matters ceclefiaftical, civil, martial, martime; 
& c. Therefore all acts, inftitutions,creationsof truſt cor 
porations and offices, either originally and immediately; 
or by a fair conſequence, derive from this fountain 
the imperial crown, inricht with many prerogatives, 
and adorn'd with many ample flowers; they were 
there planted by the creating power of the nation, aud 
no Engliſh monarch can at pleaſure enlarge that garden 
vith a new ſpecies. That to meet with ſuch things as 
theſe now under debate within an Engliſh province, &c. 
Query, Whether they are enacted by fingle-men, or 
ſmall factions; or by the united voice of the kingdom? 
If not by the latter, they muſt die traitors to the em- 
pire, as CY againſt the eſſentials of its. conſti- 
tution, and liberty of conſcience is no city of refuge here. 

Principle II. All Engliſh men are privileged by and 
ſtrictly bound to the law ; that's the fruitful reaſon of 
all good, and rule of duty. To be bound to the peace, 
or the good behavior, is to be bound'to the law,-that's 
every mans maſter and guide. Query, Whether theſe 
propoſals, and this council, have not put a flight upon 
this dominioh ? ; BETS x CE 9 o 

Principle III. The vengeance or vindictive juſtice 
of the nation, flames (ia the ſanction of the law)again 
all tranſgreſſors. : rob ts rt 
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Every one that breaks the law, breaks from che rule 
of his + day and truſt, and in adegree violates the power 
of the nation, and ufurps the whole legiſlation ; there- 
fore in the execution of theſe direful ſanctions and pe- 
nalties affixed to the ſtatutes, the omnipotent power of 
the nation, revenges the glory of its ow] independence 
and unaccountableneſs upon its inſolent ſubjects, ac- 
cording to that, Gen. 2: 17. In the day thou eat 
thereof, thou ſbalt ſurely die. Therefore I may lay to 
this council, Memento Mori. 

Principle TV. Every great perſon is under the awe 
of the law, either as directive or coerſive. | 

It is the ſaying of thoſe who are ſkilled in the law, 
That Reg in Regno Suo, Superiores habet, DEUM et LE- 


GEM ; The king has in his realm two ſuperiors, GOD 7 
and che LAW, cho' he is only under the directive; tt 
but all his great ſubjects are under the coerſive power pi 
of it. The nobles and great miniſters in church and ph 
Rate look upon the law, as the watchful eye of ſome - th 
direful numen. The ſuperior clergy-men, the great bi- gi 
Mops of the kingdom, tho? they appear maſters of ſuch tf 
prerogatives, yet they have nothing but what they derive (c 
from the law ; and the laws are their boundaries, faying- . eq 
Hitherto ye ſhall go, and no further at your peril. That, of 
thoſe great men might as well have undertaken with ar 
Archimides, to have removed the earthly globe (upon A 
condition) as to have done ſuch a thing as this. What! v1 
to alter the conſtitution of church- government, which * 
is eſtabliſhed by the ſtatute and canon law of cb urch hi 
and nation ? This is to blow up the kingdom. Ergo, C 
put out your matches, and diſſolve your trains. | 
Principle V. All Engliſh men live and die by laws tc 
of their own making. That they are never pleaſed * 


with upſtart law-makers. a oy 

Principle VI. That Engliſh government and law is m 
a charter-party ſettled by mutual compact between per- 
ſons of all degrees in the nation, and no man muſt ſtart 
from it at his. peril. a 

Query, Whether theſe propoſals have kept to we 
articles of this great covenant? 

Principle VII. Es gliſhmen hate an arblerary power 
(politically conſidered) as they hate the devil. 

For that they have thro' immemorial ages been the 
owners of very Fair enfranchizements and liberties, that 
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the ſenſe, favor or high, eſteem of them are (awitwere) | 
2 tranſmitted with the elemental materials of 


their eſſence from generation to generation, and ſo in- 
genate and mixed with their frame, that no artifice, 
craft or force uſed, can it out.  Naturam expellas 
furta liget uſque. recurrit nd tho” many of their in- 
cautelous princes have endeavoured to null all their 
charter rights and immunities, and agrandize them- 
ſelves in ſer vile ſtate of the ſubjects, by ſetting up 
ther own ſeperate will, for the great ſtandarc of go- 
vernment over the nations, yet they have all along paid. 
dear for their attempts, both in the ruin of the nation, 
and in iaterrupting the increaſe of their own grandure, 
and their 8 N Se and conqueſts. 
HFad the late reigns, before the acceſſion of the great 
Villiam and Mary, to the throne of England, but taken 
the meaſures of them; and her preſent majeſty, in de- 
preſſing vice, and advancing the union and wealth, and 


- 


encouraging the prowice and bravery pf. the nation, 


they might by this time have been capable to have 
given laws, to any monarch. on earth; but ſpending, 


their time, in the purſuit of an abſolute monarchy + 


(contrary to the temper of the nation, and the ancient 
conſtitution or the government) thro? all the meanders 
of ſtate craft: It has apparently kept back the glory, 


and dampt all the moſt noble affairs of the nation. 
And when under the midwifry of Machiauilan art, aud 


eunning of a daring prince, this monſter, tyranny a 


arbitrary government, was at laſt juſt born, upon the 


holdingup of a finger ! Or upon the leaſt fignal given, 
ON the whole nation goes upon this HYDRA. 


The very name of an arbitrary government is re ady 


to put an Engliſb mans blood into a fermentation; but 


when it really comes, and ſhakes its whip over their ears, 
and tells them it is their maſter, it makes them ſtark 


mad ; and being of a memical genius, and inclined to 
to follow the court mode, they turn arbitrary too, | 
That ſome writers, who have obſerved the govern- 


ments and humors of nations, thus diſtinguiſh the Eu- 


glith. 1 

The emperor (they ſay)” is the king of kings, the 
king of Spain is the king of men, the king of Fance 
the Fins of aſſes, and the king of England the king of 
devils ; for that the Eugliſb nation can never be bridled, 


_—_ 


hd 


ut on by diſoptick and arbitrary meaſures hold theſe 
pions. That to conclude this plea, I find not amony 
all the catalogues of heroes or worthy i 


we muſt needs range them with the arbitrary princes of 
the earth, (ſuch as the great Czaror Ottoman monarch) 
who have no other rule ne but their own will, 
And thezefore under chi nch of our diſcourſe, and 


their arbitrary meaſures, T ſtrall veuture to annex the 
following theſes, as concluſtons fairly deducted from 


% 


the premiſes, and leave chem to <onfideration.:; 


Bet 1. They have out-Hing d: a kings one 
whoſe prerogatives are bounded, and ir kingdoms 
governgd by law. n 1 

| Theſis 2. hey have out biſhop't all the biſhops of 
Great Britain, whilſt they themſelves have acted with ſuch 
lawleſs liberty, and left the biſhops fettered in the ſtatutes. 

| Theſis 3. They have out · pop't the pope himſelfʒ who 
is head of an hierarchy, ſupported by certain laws; acts 
and ordinances, for the maintaining an harmony oruni- 
on between head and members. 50 in the next place, 

4. We come to ſurvey the work cut out for this council. 
Cato that great and grave philoſopher, did commonly 
demand (when any new project was propounded upto 
him) Cui Bono ? or what good was like to enſue? Now 
in this preſent buſineſs, the definition pretends to make 
a ſatis factory anſwer to ſuch a queſtion, viz. In the im- 
ployment of this annual council; and that is to enquire 


into the condition of the churches, and adviſe ſuch 


things as may be for the advantage of ourholy religion. 


It is certain, conſidering the nature of the creature 


here formed, there had need be ſome Herculean labour 
aſſigned. Thoſe who are purveyours, and muſt provide 
uarters, will find it very chargeable, that it had need 
o very extraordinary buſineſs. As once king James the 
firſt ſaid to a big-lim'd country fellow, who came to 


court to be a porter; ſome that knew him, told the king 


how many bowls full, and quarters of mutton he would 
eat at a meal, ſays the king to the fellow , You firrab, 
that eat ſo much more than other men, if you cannot 
do ſo much more work than other men, by my fol 


(ſays the king) I'll hang you. So here, there had need 
0 a handſomt ſtock of ſmall cautle,and other eapences 
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things in 


Engliſh empire, peers to theſe undertakers; therefore 
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to maintain one ſeſſions : that if it has confidence t&* . 
meet, and is treated with an ordinary allowance, if it 
can't do abundance of work, it will be waſte charges, 
und great incumberment. E 
Now, if this be all that is here propoſed {in my opi- 
nion) the creators are very defeCtive in their proporti- 
ons; for tho'the work mentioned is in itſelf good work; 
but it's all done already to their hands, there is no- 
thing of this nature neglected in New-England churches z 
at the leaſt, no means or methods wanted; but as God 
ſays, er: 5. 4. What could have been done more for 
my vineyard, that I have not done in it:“ may proper- 
ly be applied to the churches here, and all for the ad- 
vantage and good of our holy religion; that, in a word, 
there is no want in this country, unleſs it be the want 
of good and honeſt hearts; and I ſuppoſe you have 
none of thoſe to bequeath, Mat. 25- 9. Upon the firſt 

view of this ſtupendous buſineſs, is ready to fancy, 
whether or no you had dream'd of, or ſeen king Henry 
the eighth a coming with his old caſe and queſtion, which 
involved the pope, his conclave, and all the accademies- 
8 in Europe, and whether you were. getting a mighty caſuiſt 
ä ready, to take the kings conſcience into conſideration ? 
| Or, whether you had news of. the old Arian war, its 
breaking out again, that you ſhould. in fuch haſte, -- 
<= (without citing other eſtates for the defence of the king- 
dom, but only by virtue of your prerogative} run up 

ſuch a formidable and coſtly redoubt ? But if it be all 

come to this, and there is no more to do; than what 

every pious and wiſe man does every day, every week, 
and every ſeſſions, it is even another fit or paroxiſm of 

the mountains bringing forth, as the poet ſays, Par- 
turiunt Montes, &. 8 n 

But to humor what would ſeem ſerious in the pro- 
poſal;*L ſhall conſider both parts of the work diſtinctly. 
The firſt is, to enquire into the condition of the churches ? 
Anfw. Now whether this precept, ſo full of ſweat- 

and ſervitude, may not vie it for merit, as equal in pains 

with any of the great prelates in Europe, in their labo- 

rious viſitations; who when they come into ſome capi- 

tal town in the other part of their dioceſs, aud being 
treated with the ſolemn formalities of ſumptuous feaſts 


by the nobility and parry. in the neighbourhood, and 
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ing themſelves Wick honbt and full tables; at laſt be- 


gin the other part of their work, and inquire (poffibly} 
how many pariſhes in this great town, and whether 


there be any chyrurgeons, phyficians or ſchool-maſters, 
that do good to their neighbours without licence ? Or, 
whether there be any new Colgotha's to be dedicated, 
for the ſecurer retreat of the dead to that place? Or, 
whether the pariſh curates read ſervice well, and obſerve 
to time their particular leſſons, with the canonical days ? 


And eſpecially, whether the bells are kept in good order ?, 
All which makes up a noble piece of ſervice, to requite 
a crown or kingdom for the revenues of a barony Þ 


having ſpent te blgeſt part of their paſtoral viſt in grits 


a 


And, whether it may be thought, that our great 


and yeaxly council, will come a whit behind the atore- 
faid miniſtry in the firſt or laſt part of ſervice mention - 


ed? And whether if they do but dual them, we' may 
not be thought to have made a wife ſettlement ? But 
notwithſtanding we ſhall grant, the ' propoſal makes 


mention of a chriſtian duty; for that it becomes all 
men, who bear a love to Chrift, to enquire into the 


ſtate of his churches, both for the manifeſting their love 


to men, and directing their prayers and gratitude to 


D. - 

I. As to their omtward and temporal ſtate, we ma 
inform ourſelves, by virtue of neighbourhood, by chriſ- 
tian travellers, and public letters: of intelligence : and 


thus we may rationally, and with very good moral cer- 


tainty know the ſtate of the churches, both in other 
countries and our own ; and thus good Nehemiah in- 
forms himſelf at Shu an, how it fared with his breth- 
yen at Fern/alem, Neh. 1. 2, 3 "ph PR 
2. As to their moral-ſtate (which confiſts in their 
profeſſion, faith, manner of worſhip, diſcipline and 
converſation) this is diſcovered: particularly, by their 
directories, confeſſions of faith, platforms, rubrick, li- 
turgies, and other canonical ſyſtems, made public for 
that end, &c. And conſidering, that whatever of this 
nature is neceffary for the advance of religion, is well 
adjuſted in this · country, it muſt needs be but a vain re- 
petition, or ſenfleſs tautology for a council to meet year- 


I or quarterly for this end, viz. To enquire what news, 


or whether New-England's. confeſſion of faith is the 
fame this year, as it way laſt ? Or whether all he 
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churches, their manner of worſhip, is this ſabbath. as it 
was the other? Aud as to their converſation (which 
may ſeem to lie moſt out of fight). ſufficient proviſion 
made by the principles of our wiſe platform (for up- 


holding the communion of churches), for our inquiry 


and information here alſo. And thus we come to the 
other part of this good work, viz. _ - . 
2. To adviſe ſuch things as may be for the advan- 
tage of our holy religion. "25x. 0 
Anſwer. . Query, Whether or no there been't pub- 
liſhed weekly from the oracles of God (and that with 
great foundaeſs and zeal) more truth in a day than all 


New-England can practiſe in along time after? And 


whether all the churches and the whole land are not 
honor'd and addreſt, from week to week, in ſuch mea- 
ſures. by infallible truth, if not by infallible men? Or 
whether or no theſe methods dont divulge the whale 
mind of God to each plantation? * 
Or, whether theſe gentlemen have any ſecrets of 
wiſdom, not yet made known? Or whether they in- 
tend to ſerve the churches, as ſome great philoſophers 
and profound artiſts in medicine ſerve the world, viz. 
ſuch who carry ſome great ineſtimable Catholicon to t he 
grave with them? * 5- Kio Z E003 

And whether they will be thus hard hearted in re- 
ligion, as the other are in philoſophy, unleſs we will 
gratify them with this piece of prodigality here exact - 
ed? I muſt acknowledge I have little patience towards 
theſe things, that under ſuch a ſpecious ſhew and pre- 
tence, ſuch a direful cataſtrophe ſhould be ſhrowded ! 
I muſt needs ſay, its plainly ſome of Foadb's friendſhip, 
when he ſpake quietly and peaceably to Abner, ſmile 
in his face, as his friend, but ſtabbed him to the heart, 
under the fifth rib, that he dropt, and diced. . 

But however, I ſhall endeavor, to reſcue myſelf from 
all impatience, and with deliberation ſum up my anſwer, 
in an appeal to your own reaſonsconcerning thoſe ſeve- 
ral created truſts, which God has eſtabliſhed, and 
cloathed with his own authority, every one of which is 
acted with great vigor, and ſucceſs; and whether you 
think you can do more than all theſe for religion? Or 


. Preſcribe ſomething new which they never tho't of, As 


1{t, Civil authority, in two great branches. 
1, Legiſlative power (that civil omnipatence) is do 
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jag very great things for religion, by their proclamati- 


ons, and all penal laws enacted for the craſhing of im- 


morality and vice, and all their wiſe and exact precepts 


for the ſupport of juſtice and piety. They are opening 
many c:vil channels, whereby they are conveying judg- 
ment, juſtice and righteouſneſs down our ſtreets, from 


the great fountain. Nay, this great and dread aſſem- 


of 


ly puts awe upon all mankind.” And the more dari 
and deſperate are kept within compaſs, from a ſenſe 
this moſt terrible ſet of thunder hanging 'over their 
heads, & upon every affront ready to break in ſtrokes 


of vengeance and woes upon them, eſpecially if they 


grow beyond the reach of common law. | 
| And in ordinary caſes. 

2. The executive power, or miniſters of the law, are 
like a ſtanding camp to awe, and a flying army to beat 
off the enemy ; they have their ſpies and ſcouts out in 
every quarter to. obſerve his motions, and break his 
meaſures, viz. In the innumerable numbers of all ſorts 
of civil officers ; and thus by the fword of juſtice they 
hunt downſin, and impiety in the land. They are a ter- 
ror to evil men, and a praiſe to them that do well; for 
the civil authority, by their wiſe and juſt precepts, theit 
perſonal and noble examples and zealous adminiſtrati- 
ons, out-do Plato himſclf with all his moral reaſons; 
for they can turn a Sodom into a Sion and keep Sion 
to be Sion evident by the hiſtory and chronicles ot ſeve- 
ral governments of God's ancient people. Nam Regis ad 
Fxemplum Totus Componitur Orbis. For chief rulers, by 
their good or bad meaſures, can make or mar, kill or 
cure a nation, in a moral ſenſe. 

| | 2 The churches. | 

View once more, from ſome lofty promontory or 
Piſgah, thoſe goodly tents and tabernacles of Ifrael ? 
Liſten ! Is not God with thein, and the ſhout of a king 
amongſt them ? Are they not as valleys ſpread forth, 
and as gardens by the rivers fide, which the Lord hath 
planted ? And yet, not with ſtanding, may we, muſt 
we under your conduct, break up their fences, to give 
them to another ſort of culture? Nay, conſider well! 
Are not the flowers better wed, and the weeds more 
kept down, than in moſt of the incloſures in the world, 
belonging to the great huſband- man? And may you 
not (in reckoning up of means) allow.us peculiarly to 


Tt8% J 
aſcribe to their government, and other of their meas 
ſures agreeing with the nature of it in dreſſiag the 
ground ? But I will not enlarge this head; it is obvious 
enough from their miniſtry, from their faith; their dif- 
cipline and converſations. . 2p 
3 f. The nurſeries of learning. 120 
1. The inferiour ſchools, where the leaven is laid hid 
and kneaded in the ſoft dough ; Et Emallit meres, nec 
ſenit eſſe feros, &c. 40 ö 
2. The college (that artillery garden «from whence 
we receive our moſt expert foldiers of Chriſt, and 
whence Chriſt's troops are ſupplied with chief com- 
manders, who lead on to ſtorm the ſtrong holds of the 
common enemy, and ſecure our. great ally, religion) 
e this is the ſeminary of learning and virtue, and the ſuc- 
1 ceſs is almoſt a miracle, unleſs for humiliation. we muſt 
1 ſecret the gpeat grace and gifts of God which flow 
$ from that fountain, and are diſperſed through the land. 
5 Query. Were à council called, ot all the learned 
F 


heads of the whole univerſe, could they dictate better 

laws, and adviſe. better meaſures for the acquirement, 

of learning, the increaſe of virtue and good religion, 

, than are in that royal province? '. + | 

4. The families of the country with their oeconomy 

and family religion; if we take a ſurvey of the whole 

land we hall find religion placed in the body politick, 

| as the ſoul in the body natural. Nam eft Tota Anima, 

[ in Toto Corpore, et Tota in Qualibet parte; that is, the 

whole ſoul is in the whole body, and whcle in every 

part. That were any other part of the body organized 

beſides the head, it would be capable to exerciſe reaſon, 

& c. So religion is placed andexercifed in its principles, 

virtues and governments through the families of the 
country, ſo many families ſo many little ſanctuaries 

I do acknowledge, there is no general rule, but has 

its exceptions z but under this caution I may affirm, 

there is no ſuch ' ſpot of earth in the earthly globe (ſo 

belaboured with family devotion, 'reading Gods word, 

catechizing and well inſtruſting youth, with neat and 

virtuous examples, and divine prayers, non c Codice, 

ſed ex Corde, not out ot books, but out of hearts, Pe 

ſolemnizing ſabbaths, and family attendance on public 

means) as is Netu- England. And if ſo, then what need 

Rave we of this late invention? Therefore to conclude, 


wn; 1 
I ſhall, for my part, with the jealous Lacson, enter a 
caution againſt taking down the ſides of the city, or o- 


pening the walls of our Sion to let in this Trojan horſe; 


and let all Iſrael ſay, amen ! For, bleſſed be God, tho 
we want to have our hearts renewed daily, but as for 


and want no new inſtitutions, © 5 * 
We come now to meaſure, and find out the time ap- 
pointed for the council. 1 . 
I. Certain viz. Once in the year, at the leaſt, all the 
aſſociations in the country, and according to the moſt 
plauſible interpretation of the propoſals, one or more 
lay-delegates ſhall join and meet yearly and every year 
in the great aſſemblies eb TT 4 
_ Anſwer. As Auftin ſays of time, Vivo in Tempore, 
Loquor de Tempere, fed Neſcio quid fit Tempus, I live in 
time, I ſpeak of time, but yet I know not what time is, 
So I do imagine, the dictators did not well weigh time 
by exact ballance, in all its contents, ſenſe and mean- 
ing, when they carved out ſuch a large portion to this 
illegal elaimer. Time is juſtly eſteemed precious, in 
relation to heaven and grace, and alſo very valuable with 
reſpect to the intereſt of nature and this life. There- 
fore, care ſhould be. had, that it ben't ſquandered a- 
way waſtfully. Our natural lives, healths and honor, 
Families and eſtates are all very fgnificant and coſtl 
things, and their dependence is much on the welt huſ- 
banding of time, inſomuch that in hard. & penurious cli- 
mates, the inhabitants had need be very ſaving of time 
for the ſupport of all theſe great intereſts, and eſpecially 
ſeeing there is ſo muchttime already ſet off for religion. 
As, 1. The ſeventh part of time is aſſigned by the wiſe 
author of time, and that well improved, will do much 
for the ſupport of religion. ede 
2. There are great proportions (out of the time left 


to our diſpole) frankly bequeathed for the good of re - 


ligion, as in courts, churches, college, ſchool, families, 
cloſets, and in many other facred intervals, breathing 
ſpells, from the hurry of bufineſs, to render men more 
ſedate and heavenly (called timE' out of ſeaſon) and all 
far the ſervice of religion ; chen to add and make his 
offering alſo, without a divine mandate, is but a work 
of ſuperarrogation or ſuperſtition, and ſo will prove not 
only a ncedleis, but an extravagant victim. 7 1:40h,- 


means, tho' we have no glut, we have plenty enough, 
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And moreover; to add a juſt aggravation or two, t®., 
ſet forth the evil inthe Were 1 mall, * W 
conclude the plea. , 
Aggravation I. Ts G from the great and ſufficiene 
care and proviſion made by the 1 Ith and 16th chapters 
of our platform, for the convening of occaſional and 
need ful councils, for the ſervice of the churches, and 
ſupport of religion upon all emergencies: Then what 
necd we throw away ſo many years of time at a venture, 
as is here tendered in the propoſal, before our neceſſities 
or occaſions call for the expence ; unleſs we would in 
imitation of the Rhodian Colofs, or Egytiun -Pyramids, - 
erect a monument of our vain glory and pride, more 
than of our prudenge, policy or duty. 5 
Aggravation H. Is taken from the great affront, real 8 
= rational, done to empire. | 
. Real, In making thus bold, with che time and 
4 of loyal ſubjects.. ; 
2. Rational; For let us hut countiden.: that bout three 
hundred men (gown men, and ſword - men) with twice. 
the number of attendants, which will make up near a 
thouſand ſtrong (and all well horsd and provided) to 
be muſtered, no man living on earth can tell for What, 
cannot be well reſented by crotned heads, thoſe ad- 
mirers of order: That the project carried on, may 
breed jealouſies in the heart — our prince, leſt that 
Ket, Cade; Straw or Tyler have pitch. upon an oak of 
reformation again, with an intent to over-hawl the go- 
vernment, &c. And eſpecially ſeeing the crown was 
never adviſed of any ſuch ching (as is propoſed) by the 
regular forms of empire. There is danger of loſing, 
our time, and the credit of our loyalty together ; chat 
all things conſidered, the beſt way will hey for us to 
keep well, whilſt we are well; and therefore let every 
man and ſociety be adviſed to improve their time wiſely, 
keep in their poſt, and honeſtly ſtudy to do their own 
buſineſs, which God, law and regular ſettlements has 
intruſted them with; and we may then hope re 
will go well with us, and our holy religion 
2. Uncertain, viz. When the creators ü and can 
agree, for the more particular time is beſt left to the 
etermination of each aſſociation, as the propoſal affirms... 


And thus we are left very uncertain, hen, where, or 


whether it — ever be; ſo that I perceive, * have na | 


* — 
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. gfeat dependance upon it, neither muſt we: The wWiſ- 


dom of civil government hath another ſort. of conduct. 


Such things are not left to diſcretion, for that would be 
indiſcretion, and the way to turn the world into a bed- 
lam, or the dwellin ag-Place of mad men. And in che 
example before us, ſuppoſe the arbitrators (when the 
queſtion for the time is propounded) ſhould differ, and 


hotly diſpute the matter; and ſome ſſiould 22 it 


was beſt to be in the winter, and ſome in the ſummer; 
ſome argue for the fall, and ſome for the ſpring, ac- 
cording as every mans temper leads him; and at laſt;re-- 


ferring it to a majority of vices, ſhould they (for want 
of an odd man) lock it by an equal vote, and ſo keep 


it like a game at cheſs, for ſeveral years on the table, 
and neither ſide get the maſtery; we may then in our 
diſtreſſes hollow whilſt our throats ach, & no help comes; 


; | for they have votedithemſelves faſt (like two bucks in- 


their own horns) and can't ſtir for our felief. 

6. We muſt, according to promiſe, make ſome en- 
quiry, whether this council is to * or for the place! 
of meeting? ; 

It is held in opinion, that caftlesii in the air, and i im- 
material ſubſtances do not occupy place; philoſophy 
aſſigus them no more then a Vi, where many may 
exiſt in Punto Indiviſibli, or on the point of a needle x, 
and if this council is (as I apprehend it) belonging to, 
| that conjugation or catalogue of bcings, it will then 
have this privilege belonging to it, viz. There will be 
no houſe to build, nor houſe rent to pay 
7. We come now (in the laſt place) to conſider i irs- - 
' maintainance, by three queries. 1 

. Query, Whether the churches in their. ex- 
piring, muſt (as all criminals do) pay for their own - 
execution, and their eſtates be confiſeate, and reſerved 


as a fund, yieldinga certain * * per annum, to ſup- 


port their executioners ? - 
zd. Query, Whether the contingent fees of the ſec. 


ſions, or the free and voluntary contribution of 


clients, may be thought a medinm. ſufficient ? Or, 
3d. Query, Whether it muſt not be here, as it is in 
ſome civil cafes;- under the cognizance of a very 
peateable and good natured juſtice, that for. the 
Bealiag of a difference amongft neighbours, adyifep. 
them to agree, &c. and fy ket every mag hear hi$- 
own charges. 


WA F 2 
Hot how it le, or which way they intend to - Halls 
* {a ppbrt for a ſtanding connec, yearly,” and every eur 
5 I cannot find out ; ch ere is no flipend ſertled, or 
proviſion made, in the eauons, which give ir being. 5 
It is certain, in the hiſtory of Gods works, he firſt 
makes his houſe, &c. then furniſhes his table with 
great varieties z and then invites his gueſts; and makes 
them welcome ; aud fo it is with" regular create 
efficients both rational and natural; but i this ſcheme 
there ls nothing done for the ſupport of the new horn 
infant; but like a run-away dam, you leave it to the 
merty of the heavens. But poſſibly the relief is ſtorec 
up in your creatin 3. fo chat if the charitable 
churches will but find a craitis for the firſt ni ht, and 
naturalize it; you will by your creating fiat, foon find 
a fortune, if all the tythes in the province will do it. 
Thus, according to engagement, we have paſf:d thro“ 
the ſeveral heads, relating to the ſtanding council, 
and I think: by tie Analyſer," it is ſofficieptly reſolved 
into its firſt nothing; and therefore in what remains, 


I ſhall be more brief in my anſwer, _ 3 
Seft. II. HAT to this end, theſe aſſociated 
paſtors, with their reſpective ehurches 


ſhall conſociery and combine. 

Anſu. There is plainly an Hyfteron and peer, 
(a prepoſterous ſpeech, rr of terms, paſtors” 
and churehes) in this ſetion3/and tho? in rhetorick it 
breaks no great ſquares, yet in politicks, where the 
juſt boundaries of governments are to be ſet out, the 
miſ-placing ſome great words, may ruffle che whole 
ſcheme ; ſd that according tothe more wary idiom of 
our church-government, it ſhould be written thus, viz. 
The reſpective churches, ſhall confociate and combine, 
and their paſtors ſhall attend and miniſter, as _ 
duty- e them. 


Seck. III. . Ccording to e Wie adi by ahis | 
. of theſe churches, recom- 
mended, RY they ſociated "churches, in alt © 


holy watchfulneſs nod Þ Inefs towards each other.. 
Anfw, Titus the Roman ral, 8 very honbrable 
for his eat pity to tie a er in may examples 
that fell into his hands ; byr all th While he was in 
ſiege of that famous tun and teniple; and deũgned 
to root them out of houſe zud home, or ſubject chen 
to che merey and phy pf a conqueror. | 


® 
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of the principles of our on government, (for whieh 
we thank you (yet till we muſt. obſerve the noiſeef 
Four mattocks, that we may meet with your trenches, 
for you are ſtill carrying on your works, and under - 
mining us. n e 8 Lr 
Sect. IV. IT is propounded, as that which from our 
1 beginning, has been recommended, &c. 
= Anſw. You ſeem to reflect upon our beginnings, ' 
4 with a fingular air and aſpect, when you find any 
word or paſſage, that falls in with your deſign, as the” 
you were ſenſible thoſe things where very argumen- 
tative and hinding; and indeed they are ſo. Then 
why can't you fall in with the whole ſettlement, and 
ſey to yourfelves, what need we ſtand puzling our 
heads for new- ſchemes about church - government 2 
There is one from our beginnings, that is compleat, be- 
ing adjuſted by the laws of honor and aſſigus to all par- 
ties their due, and gives to officers rule, power and 
honor enough; therefore Jet us, now we are met, order 
a new impreſſion, and fo break up. For alas, alas. 
What need you, like the thieviſh bird, pick here and 
there a ſtraw or a feather in our yards, to build a new 
neſt ? or now and then gather up a kernal, or a grain 
out of our firſt fruits ? The whole plantation and crop 
is yours, if you pleaſe to make uſe of it; and it will be 
your livelihood, as it has been hitherto; only you muſt 
remember to pay.the quit-rent, as. honorable tenants, 
and not take yourſelves to be lords of the mannor.. ' 
_ Sea, V. HA the affociation ſhall direct, when 
8 there is occaſion, for this council to 
convene, on any emergency, and ſhall direct whether 
th whole, or only acertain number of theſe conſociated 
paftors and churches ſhall convene on ſuch oceaſions. 
Anſwer. The beg'd prerogatives of clergy- men 
come ſo thick in this place, and ſmell ſo. ſtrong of the 
. cooks and kitchen, where his broaths and re- 
toratives are prepared, that they are enough to ſtrangle 
a free · born Engliſh man, and much more theſe churches, 
that have lived in ſuch a clear air, and under ſuch en- 
largements fo long a time; For indeed, (forſooth) 
wur ſcore years has brought (not our hogs, but) our 
= innocent flock to a fair market, if it is come to this, 
= tut clergy-men may buy and fell them (as the Romans 
did the Jews) thirty for a penny, or at leaſt ſay, pre 


\ 
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80 here. Thoꝰ you ſmile. upon us, in retiting ſume 
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and com, at their pleaſure, upöm all che Righ irimunt- 


ties and antient liberties of the churches, lxon- iu 
(cho claims the whole prey, and leave ub ſhare to his 
allies; vel Actum en de Amicitia) all is mine (ſays he) 
or farewell friendſhip. —— d 8 


Seck. VI. TT pen ood with the preſent 
ot our churches, and from 


condition 


0 


our beginning acknowledged; that no act of the cou¹ 
cil is to be reckoned, concluded and deſicive, for which -- 


there has not been the concurrence of the major part 
of the paſtors therein concerned. G at 


Anſwer." 1. The ſpecificating act, that impowers, any | 


member for an ecclefiaſtical council, is the churches 


election or delegation, according to our government; 


ſo that the members ſent, are inveſted with the power, 
and repreſent thoſe who ſend them; The officers have 
no more of this power devolved upon them, than any 
member, and therefore can challenge no more righit (as 


elders) in a major or in a negative vote, than any others, 


as is very apparent in all repreſentative bodies ; there- 
fore all acts muſt be determined by the majority of the 
whole, as in the houſe of commons, tho made. up of 


men of many different characters, when. in their owrt 


countries, both as to their truſt, learning and wiſdom, 
and other diſtinguiſhing —— ep ; yet the meanett . 


man there has as great a force and power in his vote or 
ſufferage, as the beſt man in the houſe, for that they 
all equally repreſent the nation, one man as much as 


another: So in this caſe; for that the churches and 


officers were never yet ſince Neu-Englam ſtood, held 
or accounted two diſtin& eſtates in an eccleſiaſtical 
countil. Therese,, 2h hs la hoes! 2x 

2. Your challenge plainly-deſines your intention, 


that is to null the power of the churches, and ſet up 


yourſelves, as the ſubject qr fountain of a ſuperintend- 
ing power. And then, ifthe churches may have ſo much 
favor as to repreſent themſelves by their lay. gelegates, in 
a council you ſhall ſee meet to call, you muſt needs 
allow them to be a diſtinct houſe and eſtate. And if ſo, 


then you muſt grant them the privilege of a major vote, 
as well as yourſelves, and ſo nothing can be adted but 
by their compliance alſo. But I muſt acknowledge, 1! 


have no plenipotentiary power to ſettle articles of agree 


ment, for the-infringing any of the rights of the chur- 
ches, and therefore muſt draw up my memorials or - 
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complaints of-incroachments upon ancient lines and 

boundaries, and fa leavethem. c. _ + 1 
Sec. VII. 7 E | determinations of the councils, 
we 5 OTH IT ' "thus provided for the neceſſities of 
« the: churches, &c. | — x 


An. Let any man read the i5th and 16th chapters 
of our platform, and then judge, whether the n<ecfli- 
ties of theſe churches are ſo urgent as this propoſal, 
with too much falacy inſinuates, or whether they are 
any ways in £/at's ſtraits, who thought he might fell 
his birth-right for a meſs cf pottage, if not to ſave his 
life, yet to gratify his peeyiſh-and diſtruſtful 2 
F a particular church will not re 
ä claimed, cc. N Fi 
_Anſ. This whole long ſection is the third way of the 
communion of churches, laid out in the 15th chapter 
of our platform, almoſt Tutidem verbis, or, in fo many 
words. And whether or no the annexing ſome of the 
principles and rules of our vindidtive and more public 
juſtice to the ſcheme, will ſufficiently atone for the diſ- 
folution of the whole frame, which is intended by you? 
2H $3. BB Q- NC UD:-1Q-N.* a 
N e warp were aſſented to by the delegates of 
the aſſociation, met accordiag to former agreement 
at B------, Sept. I zth, 19705, to be communicated. 
Anſ. The church of England has been wont to look 
upon us as men out of our wits, therefore they term us 
phanaticks, or mad- men, but much more now. What! 
for men to break from the government they themſelves 
have eſtabliſhed by conſent and practice, and arbitrarly 
to rally together, and draw up a direful ſentence (if not 
in terms, yet in intent) for the diſſolution of a country 
full of che beſt churches of Chriſt in the world, and then 
(as it were) upon the bold ſound of a trumpet, to excite 
others to ratify the dead warrant, in order to execution 
What can this import or ſignify in the thoughts of con- 
ſiderate men, but a vertiginous brain? We might have 
learned better, and more caution, from that mother 
church of the nation, if nat from common reaſon; for 
though the ſovereign confides in the loyalty of the En- 
gliſh clergy, yet to maintain the grandure of govern- 
ment, and keep in good repair that — — 
which keeps every man in his ſtation, therefore, accord - 
ing to the law and cuſtom of England, the convocation, © 


both the higher and lower houſe of that learned and 


TW. » 


auguſt aſſembly, neither debates: nor tranſafts any at- 


ter whatſoever, but what our ſovereigu by commili 
cxpreſly alloweth of, according to His pferog ite 
that certainly to acquit yourſelves - for wiſe men 


ſhould have done no leſs (in a matter of ſuch weigh be 4 
moment) than have petitioned ahe public authority for 
commiſſion, before you had ventured thus far. 


Object. But poſſibly ſome may ſay, We have petiti- 


% # 4 


drawn them up in form. 


oned authority to eſtabliſh our councils, fince we have- _ 


Anſ. This is to be prepoſtrous, and agrees with that 
illegal way of hanging men and then judging them; but 
. however, it ſeems they turned a deaf earfto your de- 
mands; and well they might, for they are too wiſe men 


to alter the laws of the province, long cuſtoms and or- 
derly ſettlements of the churches to gratify an implicit 
faith in the ſtark · naked 1p/e- Dixits/ of any men ; that 


unleſs you can produce a mandamus from the crown, 
or a precept from a higher court, which by its divine 
authority ſhall awe and direct them, you may alwaꝝ e 
pect ſuch entertainment in your precarious addreſſes; 


" 


beg without a brief. p To 
To be commended to the ſeveral aflociated miniſters 
in the ſeveral parts of the country, to be duly conſidered. 
Anſ. And why not commended to the general court, 


tor moſt certainly you beg at the wrong door . For you | 


as has been the cuſtom of our beginnings, &c. or why 
not commended nextly to the ſeveral churches ? By che 


queſtion propoſed, the comfort, ſupport, and well be- 


ing of theſe churches was peculiarly - pretended, they ' 
why might not they be nextiy adviſed with, for their 
approbation or eſteem? For if you intend. it for 


a new ſuit, or change of apparel, or a ſet of armour 
for this army in banners, it muſt be the only way ta try 


it on, it being now ſo near finiſhing ; and if it be done 


work-man-like, you will have the credit and they the 


comfort of it; but if it prove too ſtrait-laced, or ſhould 
they feel themſelves as David in Saul's coat of mail, and 
ſhould ſhrug at it, and ſay, we cannot go in theſe, e 


have not proved them; yet they 4 throw all by and 


keep to their own old ſuit, which is not yet-half worn, 


\ 


and the, worſt come to the . 5 oy any law-. 
oe who tet you o 


ful writ recover your wages - 
work to blow at this forge. ' 
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churches, and (through the grace of their great 
Lora) they being ſo ; thea why ſhould they be inter- 


rupted | in their government and diſcipline, which has 
nd promoting 


been a peculiar means for the advance a 
Holineſs among Wa. ? They are ſtrict in their govern- 
Ay, curious, 


dicious, and in the main hitherto very ſucceſsful. They 
are eagle · eyed in the ir watch; duly hot, and impartial 
in their proceſs and exemplary acts of Juſtice ; and ſo 
dependent. and free from arrogance, that they fe- 
knowledge themſelves accountable” under the 5. 
the conſociation, for their adminiſtration; and Aeciy 


and without covin, render an account of their cen 
and are T to receive advice, &c- Then why ſhould 


you diſturb tl 


You ti hl them to be holy churches, and 
you may well! Then certainly they are the bethels, 
where God dwells; and from his grace and preſence, ' 
ſo illuſtrious in them, why mayn't we conclude,” God 


Has ſaid, this is my reſt for ever, here will I dwell, for 
T have defired i it? And will then any good man have 
an hand in pulling down theſe tabernacles of the Al- 
mighty ? No] rather let every mar! involved, fay, as 


once Fob did, T will lay my hand e my mouth z - 


once have I ſpoken, but I will not anſwer ; yea, twice; 


but I will proceed no further, leſt IJ am found rid | 


againſt God ;. for it is moſt certain, all men will fin 
themſelves over-matcht in ſuch a war. | 
Be proceeded in. 


Aoſw, I think we are proceeding in the beſt wech * 
Pee can forthe preſent, for the ſervice of theſe churches: 
That is to ſay, the criminal propoſals being now at the 


bar, and having been indicted upon ſeveral ſtatutes; 
and evidence for proving matter of fact, being legal 
ba ſufficieut, the caſe is now to be delivered to the great 
of wcials;viz, The impartial reaſon of the churches, 
ag there having been nofuch deed done, or feen, from 
he day that this good pepple came up out of rhe land, 


from the other fide of the great ſea, unto this day, con- 
ider of it, take advice and _ your minds, Fudg. 


18. 30. 
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4 ” nſw, Yau 9 1 ſo do I. that cheſt bee & 
_ holy 


ritable in their admiſſions 3 3 in 
the election of al officers, they are nice, cautious, ju- 
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were read, and aflented to. | 
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And upon due deliberation, if under the conduct of —* 


law and reaſon, you ſhall bring in guilty ; ther, I pitta. 


on for the/crown, that juſtice be done in this following 


manner, not by baniſhment, præmunire or perpetual. . 
impriſonment; but that the propofals be ſentenc d id 
die the death of hercicks, and their aſhes, be 'cxpoled” 

to the four winds z that the whole ſcheme may, be- 


yond all hope of retrieve, be loſt in oblivion. "And -- 


let the churches, according to their platform, recover 
and maintain their authority, liberties and luſtre, fo * - 
long as the ſun and moon ſhall continue. . 
The date,. November the 5th 1785 Lo nga 
Anſw. Blefſed | Thrice bleſſed day Uphold and 


maintain thy matchleſs fame in the Kalender of time, 


and let no darkneſs or ſhadow of death ſtainthe ; let 
thy horizon comprehend whole conſtellations of favor-- 
able and auſpicious ſtars, reflecting a benign influence 
on the Engliſb monarchy. And upon every return, in 
thy anniverſary circuits, keep an indulgent eye. open 
and wakeful upon all the beautiĩes (from the throne to 
the footſtool) of chat mighty empire! 

And when it is thy misfortune to conceiveamonſter,-. 


which may threaten any part of the nations glory, let 


it come crippled from the womb, or elſe travel in 
birth again, with ſome noble hero, or invineidle 
Hercules, who may conquer and confound it. 

5e laſt binding dere. 
At an afſyciation meeting, the fore-going propp fals | 


- 


Anſu. Whether for a ſmall juncto of gentlemeby. 

without being orderly called (as a committee of wile _ * 
and learned men to ſurvey an old government, and 
make their report) by any ſupream authority; for. - 
them of their own heads, to meet and draw up articles. 
againſt, and in imitation of the higheſt aud moſt regu- 
lar ſtate on earth; to vote up a ſcheme of their own \. 
inventing, and thereby ſiga the condemnation of 'a 
grave eccleſiaſtical government, which has been ad- 
juſted by the rules of equĩty and honor, and for the 
ſecurity of all perſons and parties intereſted and invol- 
ved, and regularly fettled- and eſtabliſhed- by all the 

churches. in the province z and owned xatityed, and 


honored by the civil authority of the empire; mn © 


emincntly bleſſed by God, through a long lexjes and. 


— 
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CE ſuccefion of years; now whether ſuch à dartäg ache, 
; as this, can be placed under any of the topicks of paul 
;  _ "Iifical or moral wiſdom, either of the fear of God 
| ++ allegiance to their prince, or love to their country 
Or whether or no they don't for their defiance to hg 
churches, in this bold and rerrib! vote) rather metit 
page in the chrohicles of time, and there in capital} 
letters, be« written, not. an affociation of wiſe, but, #® 
* « faction of diſorderly; &c. and impolitic men ; 
De introduction to 2 Hering. A 
B 0h wot me i A 
. , Anſw. A. council of war (by adjourninent met, 
without commiffion) conſulting the moſt plaufible way 
to blow up the walls of our Zion. But where the? 
place was, or. the perſons who were preſent in this% 
randezvoutze, ſhall never be told by me, unleſs it be e 
torted by the rack. And tho' I have endeayoured” 
with freedom of argument to fubvert the error, I will 
= never ſtain their perſonal glory, by repeating or calling 
over the muſter- roll. 0 e 
Therefore, as Noa#'s ſons caſt a garment upon their 
Falers nakedaneſo, ſo (leaving them in the crowd) their. 
names (for ine) ſhall repoſe under a mantle of honora- 
ble pity and forgetfuln es. 
'Yet wiſhing they may never more harbour ſuck? 
thoughts, or promote ſuch a deſign as is projected by 
theſe propoſals ; but hereafter when temptation makes 
its fignoal, let them rather treſpaſs upon gravity, by, 
=_ following the hounds in the forreſt, or by a more ſuh- 
mie and moderate way (to baffle the enemy, and wear. 
ot the impreſſion) let them write on the ground, of 
with the famous Domitian, ſpend the time in catching 
flies, rather than contrive how to ſubvert or alter the; 
government in the churches, by ſuch diſpotick meaſures. 
eſpecially in an empire and province ſo charmed with; 
ſuch inchanting liberties as ours are. For otherwiſe 
0 they may chance to bring, if not an old, a new houfe - 
upon their heads, according;to that ſaying, Debile funda? 


mentum, fallit Opus. 3] DF 63 . 8 
A work if done, and no foundation add. 
Fall; on the wark-mens head ʒ thus they are paid. 
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